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GETTING STARTED  
 

Academic Policies:  Students register in the spring for the next school year courses. Schedule 

changes are discouraged and kept to a minimum. Once a semester begins, changes are only 

allowed if a credit deficiency is noticed, a teacher recommends a change, a student has too many 

study halls, or an error was made. Schedules can NOT be changed after the first week of the 

semester.  A course dropped after the first two weeks of each semester will result in students receiving 

an "F" on their permanent record, and they will be placed in a study hall.  Students who register for 

Advanced Placement, Concurrent Enrollment, and College in the Schools classes will not be allowed 

to drop them after registration. We will staff our building for these classes and when students drop 

them, other classes become too large.  

 

Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA): Cumulative Grade Point Average is calculated beginning in 

Grade 9 through the end of Grade 12. Every course with a mark of A through F is used in calculating 

cumulative GPA. Advanced Placement, Concurrent Enrollment, and College in the Schools receive 

weighted grades (10% increase). The numerical representation of grades are as follows:  

 

 Regular AP/CE/CIS  

(weighted) 

A 4.0 4.4 

A- 3.67 4.04 

B+ 3.33 3.66 

B 3.0 3.3 

B- 2.67 2.94 

C+ 2.33 2.56 

C 2.0 2.2 

C- 1.67 1,84 

D+ 1.33 1.46 

D 1.0 1.1 

D- 0.67 0.74 

F 0 0 

   

 

 

 

 

Academically Challenging Courses: All Jordan students are encouraged to take courses that will 

provide them with the appropriate challenge for their future education and career goals. Rigorous 
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coursework in high school is the greatest predictor of college completion. Students who are high 

academic achievers will want to consider the most rigorous coursework available. Parents and 

students should be aware of some of the courses that provide additional challenges. 

 

Advanced Placement: Chemistry   

 

Concurrent Enrollment from MSU, Mankato: U.S. History, World History, Public Speaking, Introduction to 

Literature, Foundations of Writing and Rhetoric, Spanish IV and Spanish V  

 

Concurrent Enrollment from Normandale:  Introduction to Education, English Composition, 

 and Multicultural Education and Human Relations in Schools 

 

College in the Schools from University of Minnesota:  Human Physiology, Technology and Medical 

Devices, Calculus, and College Algebra Through Modeling   

 

JHS Challenging Courses: College Writing,  College Writing II and Anatomy & Physiology   

 

Graduation Requirements:  2025, 2026, 2027 Graduation Requirement: 2028 

English:   Full year of English 9  

Full year of English 10  

Four semesters to include: 

one literature, one 

speaking, one writing, and 

one elective choice.  

Social Studies:  Full year of Civics   

Full year of American History 

Full year of World History  

One semester of Economics  

One semester Social Studies                    

Elective  

Mathematics:  Three full years Mathematics  

Science:   Full year of Physical Science   

Full year of Biology  

Full year of a Chemistry  

Health/PE:   One semester of PE 9  

One semester of PE 10  

One semester of Health  

Fine Arts:   Two semesters of Fine Arts 

which include: Any Art course, Any Music 

Education, Fashion/Interior Design or Computer 

Graphics 

Business:   One semester of Freshman 

Academy 

Electives:   Seven credits, which may 

be made up of full year or semester long courses  

English:   Full year of English 9  

Full year of English 10  

Four semesters to include: 

one literature, one 

speaking, one writing, and 

one elective choice.  

Social Studies:  Full year of Social 9   

Full year of American History 

Full year of World History  

One semester of Economics  

One semester Civics 

Mathematics:  Three full years Mathematics  

Science:   Full year of Physical Science   

Full year of Biology  

Full year of a Chemistry  

Health/PE:   One semester of PE 9  

One semester of PE elective  

One semester of Health  

Fine Arts:   Two semesters of Fine Arts 

which include: Any Art course, Any Music 

Education, Fashion/Interior Design or Computer 

Graphics 

Business:   One semester of Personal 

Finance 

Electives:   Seven credits, which may 

be made up of full year or semester long courses  
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Commencement Procedures: To participate in the graduation ceremonies, seniors must have 

completed all graduation requirements. Students must earn 24 credits to satisfy requirements; each 

semester course equals one-half credit and each year long course equals one credit. 

 

Alternative Learning Opportunities: All students who are experiencing difficulty in the traditional 

education system are allowed to enroll in alternative programs to complete their high school 

education. Students who attend the SW Metro Alternative program will earn a Jordan High School 

diploma and must complete the same requirements as other Jordan students to earn their diploma. 

Students must provide their own transportation to alternative schools. Parents and students who are 

interested in pursuing registration in an alternative school should make an appointment with the 

counselor.  

 

Surge:  

The Jordan ALP is a school within a school.  It will be housed at Jordan High School in room S508.  It is 

an alternative program for students that wish to remain in a traditional high school setting but need 

smaller class sizes with fewer distractions.  The program will have between 12-15 students enrolled at 

any one time. ALP staff will focus on improving attendance, building self-esteem, and developing 

relationships with students and families. 

Jordan ALP is an optional education setting for students who have experienced or are experiencing 

difficulty in traditional education systems and/or meet the eligibility requirements based on indicators 

of need. The purpose of theJordan ALP Program is to provide students the opportunity to achieve 

academic success and complete their education in an alternative setting and graduate on time 

with their peers. 

 

Online Schools: Students have the option of attending online schools. However, students and parents 

must understand students who choose to go to online schools will not receive a Jordan High School 

diploma. They will receive a diploma from that online school organization. The exception to this is 

students attending SW Metro’s Elevate online program will be able to earn a diploma from JHS.  

 

Key to Symbols:  

= Course offers college credit  

= Course offers articulated credit 

= Students will receive a weighted grade  

 

Reading the Course Descriptions:   

● A course number for each course indicates whether it is a semester long course or part of a 

year long course. A 1000 numbered course indicates it is the first half of a year-long course; a 

2000 numbered course indicates it is the second half of a year-long course, and a 3000 

numbered course indicates it is a semester-long course. Students who register for year- long 

courses must include both the first and second semester numbers when registering.   

● Each course indicates the appropriate grade level.   
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● Most semester-long courses have a credit value of .5, meaning a yearlong course is valued at 

1 full credit. College in the Schools and Concurrent Enrollment courses have an increased 

credit value and are indicated prior to the course description.   

● Students and parents should be aware of course prerequisites and required supplies.  Symbols 

indicate if a course is articulated with a vocational or two-year college or if a student can 

earn college credit after successfully completing the course (see above).   

● Symbols indicate courses with weighted grades.   

● Courses labeled as “advanced” (except Advanced Placement classes) move students more 

quickly through material. For example, Advanced Algebra II moves through all of Algebra II in 

one year rather than over two years.  
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College Credit Opportunities 
 

Jordan High School offers opportunities for students to potentially earn college credit while attending 

high school. Colleges and universities look favorably upon students who have challenged themselves 

in high school through a rigorous academic program. Advanced Placement, Concurrent Enrollment, 

and College in the Schools courses present curriculums that are the same as courses taught on 

college campuses; therefore, students must understand they are significantly more difficult than a 

high school course. At the conclusion of these courses, students may qualify for college credit so 

students are expected to think, analyze, and produce at a college level. Additionally, they require 

significantly more work outside of class than regular high school courses. Therefore, students should 

consider not only their own academic background and commitment, but also their overall course 

load, job responsibilities and cocurricular activities when deciding to register for these courses. 

Students who choose to take Advanced Placement, Concurrent Enrollment, and College in the 

Schools courses during one semester will be allowed to have two study halls. College credit courses 

will be given 1.0 Jordan High School Credit for every 4.0 College credits. 

 

Post-Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO): Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program 

that allows 10th-, 11th- and 12th-grade students to earn both high school and college credit while still 

in high school, through enrollment in and successful completion of college-level, nonsectarian 

courses at eligible participating postsecondary institutions. PSEO courses may be offered in person 

and online. The formats could be synchronous, asynchronous or hybrid. This will be indicated in the 

college registration guide Each participating college or university sets its own requirements for 

enrollment into the PSEO courses. Eleventh and 12th-grade students may take PSEO courses on a full- 

or part-time basis; 10th graders may take one career/ technical PSEO course. If they earn at least a 

grade of C in that class, they may take additional PSEO courses. There is no charge to PSEO students 

for tuition, books or fees for items that are required to participate in a course. Students must meet the 

PSEO residency and eligibility requirements and abide by participation limits specified in Minnesota 

Statutes, section 124D.09. Funds are available to help pay transportation expenses for qualifying 

students to participate in PSEO courses on college campuses. Schools must provide information to all 

students in grades 8-11 and their families by March 1, every year. Students must notify their school by 

May 30 if they want to participate in PSEO for the following school year. For current information about 

the PSEO program, visit the Minnesota Department of Educations Postsecondary Enrollment Options 

(PSEO) webpage.  
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Procedures for Students to Follow:  

1. Schedule an  informational meeting with the high school counselor.  

Robin Whiteside  

2. Parents and students review material and discuss options as far as how they relate to future 

career and educational plans  

3. Complete Part 1 of Notice of Student Registration Form, Student Guide, and obtain an official 

transcript. Students must take this information with them when they meet with the 

postsecondary admissions staff.  

4. Schedule a meeting and obtain information from the post-secondary admissions staff.  

5. Complete necessary post-secondary admissions forms. Part 2 of the Notice of Student 

Registration Form is to be completed by the secondary institution. Within ten days after 

registration, the post-secondary institution will send a copy of this form to the student, the high 

school, and the Minnesota Department of Education.  

6. Register for courses. The high school will notify the student of the number of credits to be 

received for post-secondary courses by completing part 3 of the Notice of Student 

Registration Form and send a copy to the student.  

7. Provide the high school counselor with a copy of the post-secondary registration form and 

contact them if course changes were necessary.  

8. This process should be followed each semester.  

 

For further information please visit the Minnesota Department of Education website 

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/pseo/index.htm 

 

Concurrent Enrollment Classes (MSU-Mankato, Normandale CC, Ridgewater CC): Jordan High School 

offers Spanish IV, Spanish V, Public Speaking, U.S. History, World History, and Literature in collaboration 

with MSU Mankato. This partnership offers qualified students the opportunity to earn university credit 

prior to graduation. CE courses are taught by a highly qualified high school instructor who has been 

endorsed and mentored by faculty from MSU. Students who complete CE courses receive MSU 

academic credit, which appears on an MSU transcript. It may transfer to other colleges and 

universities (acceptance of transfer credits is always guided by the policies of the individual college 

or university). JHS offers Introduction to Education, Freshman Composition, and Multicultural 

Education through Normandale Community College. JHS offers Musicology, Symphonic Band, Jazz 

Band, and Concert Choir through Central Lakes Community College. Healthcare and Medicine is 

offered through South Central Technical College. 

Students must complete an application, take the Accuplacer, and meet admissions criteria:   

Seniors must have a 3.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale) OR an ACT composite score of 21 or higher  Juniors must 

have a 3.5 GPA (on a 4.0 scale) OR an ACT composite score of 23 or higher  

 

University of Minnesota College in the Schools Courses: CIS is a partnership between the University of 

Minnesota and area high schools. It delivers regular university introductory level courses to advanced 

high school students. Students successfully completing a CIS course receive University of Minnesota 

credit. High school teachers teach CIS courses during the regular school day in the high school. They 

apply to the University of Minnesota and must be accepted to teach. Additionally, teachers receive 

ongoing support and staff development at the University of Minnesota. University credits earned 

through CIS are approved degree credits and are transferable to other colleges and universities. 

Acceptance of transfer credits is always guided by the policies of the school accepting the credit. 

CIS courses offered at Jordan High School include College Algebra through Modeling; Calculus; and 

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/pseo/index.htm
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Human Physiology, Technology and Medical Devices. Prerequisites for each class are indicated in the 

registration guide.  

 

Advanced Placement: Advanced Placement is a national program that allows students in high 

school to take college level classes. Jordan High School offers AP Chemistry. In May, students will be 

offered an AP exam. Students who earn a score of three or better may qualify for college credit. To 

make sure that a particular college accepts AP credit, students must contact the specific college.  

 

Articulation Agreements: Through articulation agreements between Jordan High School and specific 

two-year colleges in the area, students will be able to earn college credit for certain courses taken in 

high school. The agreements recognize that skills and competencies are developed through 

successful completion of specific coursework that is then verified by the high school teacher. To 

receive credit, students must enter that specific post-secondary institution. These schools vary 

regarding their policies when students choose to transfer to another school. Students should check 

with those institutions when they register upon graduation from high school. Follow the link for the 

most current and updated information at https://ctecreditmn.com 
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Post-Secondary Preparation 
 

Students should register for classes that satisfy entrance requirements of colleges (state universities, 

and technical, community or private colleges). Requirements vary. Students and parents should 

become familiar with the entrance requirements of colleges to which they wish to apply. This can be 

accomplished in several ways:   

● Meet with admissions representatives when they are scheduled at school   

● Call or email colleges directly 

● Check the college website   

In general, students may adhere to these guidelines for admission:  

 

Community College: Admission to the college does not automatically qualify a student for all courses 

and programs. Students’ abilities in reading, writing, and math must be assessed before registering for 

classes. Some specialized career programs such as Dental Hygiene, Nursing, Radiologic Technology, 

Automotive and others are competitively based and have additional academic and application 

requirements. The requirement to enter a community college is a high school diploma or GED. 

Normandale, Inver Hills, and Century Colleges are examples of Community Colleges.  

 

Technical College: Most jobs require technical skills, and the explosion of new technology calls for a 

highly trained workforce. Technical colleges work closely with businesses to offer this advanced 

professional training. Prior to registering for courses, students may be required to take the 

Accuplacer, a standardized assessment of a student's reading, sentence and arithmetic skills. Test 

results help students select courses while allowing staff to develop appropriate plans for a student's 

academic support. Applicants who took rigorous high school courses are likely to test into more 

advanced courses thereby moving them more quickly through course requirements. Students are 

advised to check with specific programs in advance due to the possibility of waiting lists. Students are 

encouraged to continue to challenge themselves and perform well while in high school. The 

requirement to enter a technical college is a high school diploma or GED. Examples of technical 

colleges include Dakota County and Hennepin County Technical Colleges.  

 

Four-Year Colleges and Universities: The following minimum courses are highly recommended for 

admission:   

● Four years of English, including composition and literature.   

● Four years of Mathematics, including two years of algebra and one year of geometry. 

PreCalculus is strongly advised.   

● Three years of Science, including one year of biological science and one year of chemistry or 

physics.   

● Two years of a single World Language.   

● Four years of Social Studies, including US History and Geography.  

● One year of visual and/or performing arts (art or music classes).  
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**Please note that university requirements may be different. Please contact the admissions office of 

the university for full admissions requirements.  
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SUMMIT ACADEMY EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING PROGRAMS  

Students have the opportunity to take professional studies courses that combine cross-curricular and 

real-world learning.  These courses and programs will benefit students from a partnership with local 

businesses and professionals from the community. The course content is made relevant by giving 

students access to career fields through guest instructors, project management work, mentorships, 

and portfolio development.  This program will require students to be located outside of the school 

building at times, but students are subject to the same academic, behavioral, and attendance 

expectations that are expected of  them at Jordan High School.  This program will give students an 

opportunity to earn college credit in a team-taught environment.  Most classes will be held during a 

two hour block.  

 

Building Trades: 1340/2340        Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: 1.0 per semester                      Prerequisite: application 

 

Required Materials: This is a full year 2 hour block class** 

Course Description: While in the building trades program, students are given an extraordinary 

opportunity to build a custom, single-family home / structure from the ground up. This program will 

require students to manage time and tools; read and interpret house plans; work independently and 

in groups; and have a mature attitude towards their learning and experiences. Students will be 

working on a job site every day in small groups, individually or with an entire class. They will gain 

experience in every aspect of construction including surveying, concrete, rough carpentry, 

plumbing, electrical, insulation, sheetrock, roofing, finishing / trim,and painting. Completing a project 

of this scale will equip students with valuable skills to make them wise consumers, as well as wise 

career decision makers.  Students may be able to earn the 10-hour OSHA certification as well as 

college credit through articulation agreements with educational partners.  Students taking this path 

may look ahead to education and careers as contractors, plumbers, carpenters, electricians, 

masons, project managers, and engineers. Students will learn all aspects of construction that go into 

building a home.  This will include: 

Safety     Jobsite Supervision   Energy Efficiency 

Surveying    Electrical    Concrete/Masonry 

Rough/Finished Carpentry  Insulation    Inspection 

Rough/Finished Plumbing  Roofing    Tool use and Management 

HVAC     Flooring 

Material Estimation   Painting 
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Business Marketing and Economics: 3015      Grade Level: 11–12 

Credit Value:  .5 business and .5 economics credit  per semester   Prerequisite:  None  

 

Required Materials: None   

Course Description: This course is designed to provide students a hands–on experience in the world of 

business.  Students will be assigned mentors and business partners to help them develop skills relevant 

to the 21st century.  Focus will be placed upon the role of management and the challenges 

associated with human resources, laws affecting business operations, and the skills required for 

successful leadership in a dynamic environment.  Opportunities associated with producing world-

class products will be discussed along with the importance of total quality management.  Students 

will complete various hands-on projects to reinforce learning, many of which will involve the use of 

technology.  Students will complete this course with a presentation for their business partner.  

  

Topics discussed may include:   Business in the U.S. economy  Business law  Business management  

Economics  Human relations  Issues in the global economy  Consumers in the U.S. economy  Business 

finance in the global economy This course should be taken if students are interested in  

entrepreneurship or any of the following Career Clusters:  Finance; Business; Management & 

Administration; Marketing; Manufacturing; Hospitality & Tourism; Transportation, Distribution & 

Logistics; and Government & Public Administration.  

 

CE Healthcare and Medicine: 3185                            Grade Level:   11-12 

Credit Value:.5 elective & .5 science         Prerequisite: None   

  *college credit TBD 

 

Required Materials: Pair of scrubs (top & bottom)  

Course Description:  The Healthcare and Medicine program fully immerses students at Oak Terrace 

Healthcare Facility in Jordan, MN – providing unprecedented access to real-world experiences in the 

dynamic field of healthcare and medicine. During the classwork portion of this course, students will 

advance their understanding of healthcare systems, communications, legal issues, medical 

terminology, patient care, professionalism, ethics, and will explore many career opportunities in 

healthcare. This course requires students to be active, independent learners and fosters 

empowerment, self-discovery, collaboration, and critical thinking skills. Students will engage in a 

variety of opportunities including case studies, problem solving and project-based learning. Through 

guided mentoring, students will participate in an experience that encompasses their personal interest 

in healthcare and medicine. Successful course completion earns students three credits through South 

Central College. There is a potential to obtain a Certified Nursing Assistant (NA/R) certificate from this 

experience. 

 

  



12 

Introduction to Coaching and Leadership: 3030                             Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                      Prerequisite: None 

 

Course Description: The Introduction to Coaching and Leadership course is a one semester elective 

class that provides an overview of the coaching profession, including coaching philosophy, 

leadership and motivational strategies, and current trends and theories in coaching. Other topics 

discussed include the critical roles and responsibilities of a coach, professionalism and ethics in 

coaching, strategies for building a successful team, and case studies of highly successful and 

impactful coaches. Students will read and discuss various articles and literary selections regarding 

highly successful and impactful leaders and coaches. Students will be exposed to various guest 

speakers from the Jordan athletic department staff and the broader coaching community. Finally, 

students will learn through hands-on experience as they instruct young athletes. The course will 

culminate with student completion of a project showing evidence of growth throughout the 

semester. The project will highlight student coaching experience and their personal thoughts and 

feelings they have developed throughout the class regarding coaching and leadership philosophy 

and the role of coaches in the lives of young people. 

 

 

CE Introduction to Education: 3010      Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit Value:  1.0 elective and .5 English                                Prerequisite:  None  

* students will receive 1.0 English if qualify for Normandale credit 

  

Course Description: Introduction to Education provides an overview of the education profession and 

U.S. education system, including historical development, social foundations, and educational 

institutions. Other topics discussed include current theories; trends and issues in education and the 

community; certification standards; roles and responsibilities of teachers, learners, and other school 

personnel; and a field experience / practicum experience. Coinciding with classroom work, students 

will take field trips to various educational settings, learn from guest instructors focusing on various 

topics in the world of education, and take part in various “teaching” experiences through 

observations and student contact.  

  

Expectations: Field Experience: Each student will spend at least 25 hours working with a mentor 

teacher observing and working with students as a classroom helper in a K-12 classroom. The field 

experience will also coincide with other required activities to show evidence of the experience.  

Capstone: Students will present a culminating project showing evidence of their growth throughout 

the semester, highlighting their field experience, and teaching their self-selected texts to the 

audience. The audience will include invited guests, classmates, teachers, mentor teachers, and 

administration.  Portfolio: Each student will create a professional portfolio, which will be highlighted at 

the Capstone presentation, demonstrating learning and professional growth throughout the 

semester. 

 

College Credits:  Credits are earned through Concurrent Enrollment with Normandale Community 

College.  Students must apply to Normandale CC and take Normandale’s Accuplacer. A total of 8 

concurrent enrollment credits are available (4 Introduction to Education credits and 4 Freshman 

Composition credits, if a student earns the required score on the Accuplacer)   
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CE Multicultural Education and Human Relations in Schools: 3180                     Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .75 elective per semester    Prerequisite: Intro to Education 

Offered in the spring of odd number years (2025, 2027)  

 

Course Description: Multicultural Education and Human Relations in Schools introduces students 

interested in pursuing a career in education to core concepts and approaches to multicultural 

education including issues related to student, family, and community diversity based on culture, 

language, race, class, gender, sexual identity, and disability.  Education topics discussed will also 

include hierarchy of education with regards to privilege, equity and access to high quality 

education. Students will engage with the material using knowledge of their life experiences and 

those of diverse students in urban and rural public schools to learn culturally and linguistically 

responsive classroom strategies.  Emphasis is placed on demonstrating the multicultural competence 

required of all successful teachers working with today's diverse youth.    

  

Expectations:  Class Participation and Attendance: Each student will attend all class periods and 

participate in class activities including working with mentor teachers in an authentic classroom 

setting.  Text Reading: Students will read all assigned readings -- textbook, articles, and self-selected 

texts -- carefully with detailed analysis and participate in related class activities.  Field Experiences: 

Students will visit various educational settings in order to engage in or with multicultural experiences. 

On this site visit, students are required to dress in a professional manner.  Students create a 

culminating project showing evidence of their growth throughout the semester highlighting their 

experiences.  

  

College Credits:  Credits are earned through Normandale Community College  A total of 3 

concurrent enrollment credits are available  Students will be required to take the Normandale 

Accuplacer Test (if required) and apply to and be accepted at Normandale Community College to 

receive these credits. 

  

 

Foundations of Travel and Tourism: 3330      Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value:  .5 elective credit       Prerequisite: None  

 

Required Materials: Pencil and paper  

Course Description: Foundations of Travel and Tourism will assist students in charting a career path in 

one of the world’s largest industries, travel and tourism.  With countless career options from 

destination planning, hotel and restaurant management to sports, entertainment and event 

management, and career opportunities available within restaurants, hotels, beverages operations, 

sports venues, entertainment centers, cruise lines, and so many other hospitality and tourism 

businesses, the opportunities are endless. Come and explore this hands-on project based class with 

the possibility of a long distance trip. 

 

Work Based Learning Career Seminar: 1207/2207                             Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 CTE Elective Credit                                                      Prerequisite: None 

 

Career Seminar 1 allows students to discover their personal strengths and abilities, understand 

opportunities available to them in different career areas, and practice skills necessary to excel in the 

workforce. Emphasis is placed on employee rights and responsibilities and occupational safety and 
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hazard prevention in various work environments. This course may also include experiential learning 

opportunities such as industry tours, informational interviews, or job shadowing. Students must take 

the Work Based Learning Career Seminar in order to enroll in the Work Experience course.  

 

 

 

Work Experience:  1208/2208                                Grade  Level: 11-12 

Credit Valus: .5 to 1 CTE Elective Credit                             Prerequisite: WBL Career Seminar 

 

The work experience course provides students with opportunities for hands-on learning experiences in 

the workplace. Gainfully employed students are able to apply the skills and knowledge learned in 

previous CTE and general education courses within a professional work environment allowing 

students to interact with professionals in the working world. Goals are set cooperatively by the 

student, teacher, employer, and students. This credit-bearing opportunity cultivates on-the-job skills as 

students engage in personal employment. 

 

Key Notes: Students are responsible for securing their own employment. Work Based Learning 

teachers can help support students; however, it is the student’s responsibility to find and maintain 

employment. Students must work a minimum of 45 hours to receive .5 credit and 90 hours to receive 1 

credit. Students also provide their own transportation.    
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INTERDISCIPLINARY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Innovate: Creative Problem Solving: 3025       Grade Level: 9-12 

 Credit Value: .5 elective credit per semester       Prerequisite: None  

 

Required Materials: Pencil and paper  

Course Description: In Creative Problem Solving, students will use collaboration, teamwork, creativity, 

imagination, and critical thinking to solve tasks in areas of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Art, and Mathematics). Students will learn about creativity, time management, and how to use failure 

as an opportunity to learn. Throughout the semester, students will work on both short term and long-

term tasks in which they choose how to approach the task within given guidelines. 

 

Senior Seminar-Learning Life Hacks to Independent Living: 3305   Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 semester elective credit       Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pens/pencil, Chromebook, paper 

Course Description: This course is designed to help students gain basic life skills they will use 

throughout their lives. Students will build personal financial literacy skills, career success basics, refine 

decision making and critical thinking skills for their life as a consumer in an ever-changing economy, 

parenting strategies and independent food preparation and basic home and vehicle maintenance. 

Students will have the opportunity to develop independent living skills through an interdisciplinary 

approach utilizing resources in Business, FACS, and Industrial Technology. 

 

 

Art, Health, and Wellness: 3035     Grade Level 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester (Fine Art or Elective) 

 

Required materials: Journal (provided), athletic clothes 

Course Description: Art, Health, and Wellness approaches art and health practices as a means to 

wellness in one’s life. Emphasis is placed on the practice of processes, more than a final product. 

Each week students will experience moving their bodies, making art, journaling, mindfulness 

exercises, and guided conversations with peers. Students will keep a Journal that includes a 

collection of their artworks and writing.   

5-Day Rotation of Mind-Body Connections 

● Movement 

● Art  

● Writing 

● Social Emotional Learning 

● Relationships/Conversations 
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ART  
**One year (2 semesters) of an Art course/s is required for all students' graduation requirements.  

 

Drawing/Painting I: 1005         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: Drawing/Painting I addresses learning and practicing foundational drawing and 

painting techniques, incorporating the Elements of Art, and analyzing artists’ works. Students will gain 

an understanding of artistic vocabulary. Students will work from observation and photo references.  

 

Drawing/Painting II: 2005         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: Drawing/Painting I 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: Drawing/Painting II addresses learning and practicing additional drawing and 

painting techniques, incorporating the Principles of Design, and analyzing artists’ works. Students will 

gain an understanding of artistic vocabulary. Students will work from observation and photo 

references.  

 

Ceramics I: 1010          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: Ceramics I addresses learning and practicing foundational hand-building 

techniques, incorporating the Elements of Art, and analyzing artists’ works. All projects are made 

using clay. Students will gain an understanding of hand-building processes and artistic vocabulary. 

  

Ceramics II: 2010          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: Ceramics I 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: In Ceramics II, students will begin learning wheel-throwing. They will also 

incorporate the Principles of Design, and analyze artists’ works while they continue to advance hand-

building skills.  

 

Craft I: 3005           Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: Students will design and create a number of craft projects with an emphasis on 

learning and understanding how to make "well crafted" objects. Students will learn about the 
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traditions of the crafts they make, and continue to work with the elements and principles of design to 

create a variety of projects. Some areas of study include: Paper Quilling, Needlework, Printmaking, 

Natural Dying, Calligraphy, and Batik. 

 

Craft II: 3006           Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Craft I 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook with Blank Paper 

Course Description: Students will design and create a number of craft projects, advancing the rigor 

of the processes they experienced in Craft I.   

 

Graphic Design/Yearbook: 1020, 2020, or 3020 (See Note Below)   Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester art elective              Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: A notebook, folder, pen/pencil. Access to a digital camera is beneficial. 

Course Description: Graphic Design/Yearbook explores the idea that the presentation of information 

is just as important as the information itself. These students will work as photographers, writers, and 

designers.  Students will learn and practice two-dimensional design strategies that they apply to 

various projects in the production of the high school yearbook. Graphic Design/Yearbook can be 

taken as a semester course (.5 credit value) or a year-long course (1 credit value).Students who wish 

to take Graphic Design/Yearbook for a full year should register for both 1020 and 2020. Students who 

wish to take this course for only a semester should register for only 3020. 

 

Studio Art I: 1015          Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: 2 art courses 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook 

Course Description: Studio Art is a course for the serious art student. Students work through projects 

that are teacher-directed and self-directed. Students are challenged to develop work that 

demonstrates content as well as technical ability. Students will develop written project proposals. 

These students assemble their pieces into a portfolio due at the end of the semester. To learn more 

about art careers, this group has the opportunity to attend off-site workshops with area artists and visit 

colleges and technical schools. Students in this course are generally selected to compete in the 

MSHSL Visual Art competition. 

 

Studio Art II: 2015          Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: Studio Art I 

 

Required Materials: Sketchbook 

Course Description: Studio Art II is a course for the serious art student. It contains the same 

requirements and a similar structure to Studio Art I, however, these students will also be creating an 

artist website. These students will use their web-site as their final digital portfolio. This group will also 

learn more about art careers, attend off-site workshops with area artists, and visit colleges and 

technical schools. Students in this course are generally selected to compete in the MSHSL Visual Art 

competition. 
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BUSINESS & COMPUTER 
 

Accounting IA : 3055        Grade Level: 10–12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Calculator, notebook, folder 

Course Description: Learn the language of business!  Accounting is an essential part of all businesses, 

large and small.  Students will learn the basics skills to complete all transactions necessary for the 

business world.  Units of study include: Business transactions and Journals, Ledgers, Cash Control 

Systems and much more.  Employers of all sizes will welcome future employees with knowledge of 

accounting and the associated financial acumen.  Students will complete various projects involving 

the completion of financial transactions, reading financial documents to make sound managerial 

decisions, activities that are taken from actual business scenarios will round out what is needed to 

begin to understand business and the accounting process. 

 This course should be taken by students interested in entrepreneurship or any of the following Career 

Clusters: Finance; Business, Management & Administration; Marketing; Manufacturing, Hospitality & 

Tourism; Transportation, Distribution & Logistics; and Government & Public Administration. 

For articulation information go to:  https://ctecreditmn.com 

 

 

General Business: 3075        Grade Level: 10 –12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: Are you interested in the fascinating world of business?  This is the class for you!  

General Business will give you a solid foundation of what business has to offer and what skills you will 

want to hone to become successful in the fast-paced world of business.  From entry level positions to 

entrepreneurship and everything in between you will begin a journey of discovery.  Units covered in 

this course include: Economics of business, Business Law, Business Management, Human Resource 

Management, Marketing, International Business, Finance and more.  Throughout the course students 

will have the opportunity to create a mock business and create a business plan that could be a 

blueprint for future endeavors.  The road to success starts with General Business. 

 

Personal Finance: 2050         Grade Level: 11–12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Calculator 

Course Description: Do you know all there is to know about money?  What can you do now and in 

the near future to help you for years to come?  Personal Finance is where you need to start, right now 

time is on your side and you can take advantage of it.  Course topics include: Savings and Checking 

Accounts, Financial Planning, Budgeting, Setting Financial Goals, Being a Smart Consumer, 

Investment Options, Wealth Building, Real Estate and Mortgages, Insurance, Employment and Taxes 

https://ctecreditmn.com/
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and more.  Taking charge of your personal finances early in life could lead to a more stress free 

future, Personal Finance is the perfect starting point for a lifelong journey. 

 

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing: 3085      Grade Level: 9 –12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: What is the latest blockbuster coming out of Hollywood?  Which sports star is the 

hottest commodity?  What is the next video game to take the world by storm?  Learn what it takes to 

be a part of the fast-paced and exciting world of Sports and Entertainment Marketing.  Students will 

learn about developing, promoting, and distributing goods and services to satisfy the needs and 

wants of the world’s consumers.  Topics include: Marketing, Merchandising, Market Plans, Market 

research and so much more.  Students will use knowledge gained in hands-on activities that will 

prepare them for what is to come.  Be on the cutting edge of what the world of Sports and 

Entertainment will be offering next. 

 

 

Computer Animation: 3070 (offered 2024/2025, 2026-2027…)   Grade Level: 9 –12 

Credit Value: .5 elective per semester      Prerequisite: None 

 

**This course will be offered every other year 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: This course is designed to teach the fundamental core principles of planning, 

creating, editing, formatting and displaying multimedia projects using Adobe Animate Creative 

Cloud software. This class includes a detailed review of the Adobe Animate interface including how 

to use the various tools and panels to create a variety of animations to be utilized in numerous 

projects. Students will know how to use the Library panel and the timeline, differences between 

frame-by-frame animation, motion paths and motion tweens. We will learn how to create shapes 

and text for animation, by creating symbols and instances, and the various color, effects, transitions, 

and filters to enhance their projects. Projects will include character animation, virtual coloring books 

and puzzles, interactive web banner ads, and website animations.  

 

Computer Applications:  3068                                                                                             Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

Required materials: None         

 

Course Description: This course provides students the pathway to learn the necessities that they will 

use throughout their lifetime, both personally and on the job.  The course will focus on developing 

skills in word processing, spreadsheet, presentation, and database software applications. Students will 

develop production pieces such as emails, research reports, resumes, and business letters. Students 

will create worksheets with formulas and functions, and graphical charts. Students will learn to 

develop presentations with charts, graphics, and special effects, and become familiar with the ethics 

of copyright, downloading, and file sharing. 

 

Computer Graphics I: 3065        Grade Level: 9 -12 

Credit Value: .5 Art or Elective per semester      Prerequisite: None 
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Required Materials: None 

Course Description: This course is designed to teach the fundamental core principles of computer 

graphics and introduce students to the basic elements and skills involved in the creation of computer 

graphics using Adobe Creative Cloud software(Illustrator, InDesign, Premiere Pro, Photoshop). It will 

provide an opportunity for students to acquire and develop the skills needed to create various types 

of computer-generated work through their interactions with software, internet and various input and 

output devices. Actively engage students in developing, implementing and evolving ongoing 

electronic and print portfolios of their work. We will be doing a cross curricula project with the Fashion 

Design class utilizing the Glow Forge printing technology. 

 

Computer Graphics II: 3066                              Grade Level: 10 - 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: Computer Graphics I 

 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: This course introduces students to a wide variety of digital communication 

methods. Students create digital images by using computer software such as Adobe Creative Cloud 

software(Illustrator, InDesign, Premiere Pro, Photoshop) Students design and create such projects as 

posters, advertisements, tickets, stickers, notepads, and business cards, etc. All projects are 

composed of images and text that work together to communicate a message. Whether it is to 

attract attention, inform, persuade or inspire, the graphic design industry specializes in creative 

problem solving. Graphic designers promote brands, market ideas, and influence consumer 

behavior. Some of today’s most dynamic fields -- advertising, publishing, interactive -- are based on 

this fundamental concept of graphic design. 

 

Computer Programming: 3060 (offered in 2025-2026 and 2027-2028...)  Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: None   **This course will be offered every other year 

Course Description: This course is designed to teach the fundamental core principles of Java. 

Students will learn to design and implement computer-based solutions to real-world problems using 

the Java programming language. Java is the backbone of many web applications, especially 

eCommerce and government sites. Students will write working programs through short lab 

assignments and more extended projects. Topics will include how computers store information, 

terminology, basic syntax, creating data structures like Arrays and LIsts, and moving into creating 

functions and custom classes. 

 

CYBERSECURITY: 3067 (offered in 2025-2026 and 2027-2028...)       Grade Level: 9 - 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: None 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: Students will learn foundational cybersecurity topics including networking 

fundamentals, software security, system administration and the basics of cryptography and 

programming, all through the CodeHS web-based platform. Several hands-on investigations per unit 

will afford students the opportunity to assess network vulnerability, identify threats, prevent and 

respond to attacks, and more. Digital Forensics is the technique of computer investigation and 
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analysis in the interest of determining potential legal evidence. In other words, it is finding the 

electronic fingerprints. 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media Marketing:  3062        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value; .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

  

Required materials: None 

Course Description: This course is designed to introduce students to the captivating world of digital 

marketing! Discover the secrets behind audience analysis, social media advertising, influencer 

marketing, and gain hands-on experience crafting and executing effective digital campaigns. This 

course addresses social media as a marketing tool and emphasizes social media messages, 

coordination of messaging across various social media platforms, and search engine optimization. 

Students will examine the uses, marketing strategies, and data generated by social media marketing. 

Topics may include, but are not limited to social media knowledge, social media marketing 

strategies, communication, and ethical responsibilities. Get ready to unleash your creativity and 

strategic thinking as you embark on this exciting journey into the realm of social media marketing! 

 

Website Design: 3090         Grade Level: 9 –12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: None 

Course Description: This course provides an overview of creating web pages via HTML 5 & WordPress. 

Topics include Web page components, Web design criteria, inserting tables, images, and 

photographic images onto Web pages, applying special formatting features, assignment URLs to 

image map hotspots, creating thumbnail images, and creating forms in a Web page. Students will 

also be introduced to the basic skills necessary to use and create web pages.  This software suite 

includes Notepad / Dreamweaver (Web editor), Flash and Fireworks / Photoshop (multi-purpose 

video and graphic software). 
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ENGLISH 
Graduation Requirements: All students must complete a full year of English 9 and English 10. Juniors 

and seniors must complete four semesters that include one writing course, one speaking course, 

one literature course, and one elective English course. Students may choose any course to fulfill the 

elective requirement. 

 

Writing Courses 

Practical Writing 

College Writing I 

College Writing II 

CE English Composition 

CE Foundations of 

Rhetoric & Writing 

Speaking Courses 

Public Speaking 

CE Public Speaking 

Literature Courses 

Literary Studies 

CE Intro to Literature 

Elective Courses 
Creative Writing (2024-25) 
Creative Communications 

Theater Arts (2025-26) 

Intro to Education 

 

 

English 9 A and B: 1105 and 2105        Grade Level: 9 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, pencils/pens, folder or binder,, notecards, highlighters. 

Course Description: English 9 is a year-long course. Through this course students learn how to read 

actively, speak clearly and write effectively. Students organize, write and edit a variety of writing 

assignments, including research papers, paragraphs, essays, poetry and character descriptions. They 

also read short stories, poems, novels, non-fiction and drama, and they learn how to discuss each 

different type of literature. Along with discussion, students will present information both formally and 

informally during the course of the semester including one informative speech. 

 

English 10 A and B: 1110 and 2110        Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: English 9A and 9B 

 

Required Materials: Student selected novels, writing utensils, highlighters, paper, folder, note cards. 

Course Description: The overall emphasis in this course will be on developing effective writing, 

reading, and listening skills, with an emphasis on composing organized paragraphs and essays. 

Grammar, mechanics, and usage will be reviewed in all written and oral communication. In addition 

to short story, poetry, and non-fiction selections, students will also read novels through literature circles 

as well as World War II literature. Students will write a formal argumentative composition and write 

essays that analyze the literary techniques used in literature as well.  
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Practical Writing: 3120         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester (writing credit)         Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil, notecards, and highlighters. 

Course Description: Practical Writing is a middle-level writing course focused on writing situations in 

academic settings and professional life. Students complete a variety of essays and writing 

assignments of varying lengths and purposes including personal statements, argumentative writing, 

creative writing, and expository writing. Students who display proficiency in Practical Writing and 

have aspirations of attending a four-year college are encouraged to take College Writing as an 

English elective credit. 

 

College Writing I: 3125         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester          Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B 

 

Required Materials: Highlighters, pencils,  pens, folder, notebook. 

Course Description:  College Writing is a writing course geared toward students with aspirations of 

attending college that focuses on writing situations in academic settings. This course focuses on 

sentence structure and grammar rules as a means to clear and effective writing. Grammar, 

mechanics, sentence structure, organization, editing, and developing style are major components of 

this class. Writing assignments start with detailed paragraphs, progress through multiple essays, and 

culminate in a research project. Class time is also spent preparing for the ACT exam as well as 

developing skills for effective responses to various nonfiction reading selections. Upon successful 

completion of this one semester course, students planning to attend college are encouraged to 

select College Writing 2 to further enhance their writing skills. This class is a prerequisite for CIS 

Literature and College Writing 2. 

 

College Writing II: 3170         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester               Prerequisite: College Writing 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, notecards, and highlighter. 

Course Description: College writing II is recommended for college-bound students. This class focuses 

on enhancing research writing skills learned in previous classes in order for students to write research 

based persuasive, informative and argumentative papers of considerable length and depth. 

Students will work to analyze sources, schedule their own due dates, and edit both their work and the 

work of others for grammar and clarity. Included in this course is prep for the ACT test. 

 

Literary Studies: 3130         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B 

 

Required Materials: headphones (recommended), folder, pen/pencil 

Course Description: Literary Studies explores the choices that authors make in their writing and the 

impact of those choices on the text's tone, mood, theme, and aesthetic appeal. Students will build 

skills in analytical reading, literature analysis, and critical thinking, and then they will apply these skills 

in assessments like essays, tests, and presentations. Major texts include several novels, a variety of 

poems and short stories, and plays by Shakespeare. This course fulfills the 11th-12th grade English: 

Literature elective requirement. 
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Creative Writing: 3145 (offered in 2024/2025, 2026-2027...)               Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil. 

Course Description: In Creative Writing, students will not only discover their own creative process but 

also discuss the creative process of other writers.  Students will begin the semester with class-wide 

assignments, but as the semester progresses, students are given more autonomy over their “creative 

voice” and will be able to explore their areas of creative interest with more freedom. It is intended for 

students who are interested in developing a creating voice and comfortable with the notion of 

sharing their thoughts and feelings both through the critiques of others and their own writing. This class 

is offered in rotation with Theater Arts. It will be offered in the 2024-2025 school year but will not be 

offered in the 2025-2026 school year. 

 

Creative Communications: 3150        Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B  

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil, headphones (recommended). 

Course Description: Creative Communications is a project-based course in which students use 21st 

century technology to create and mass-distribute content to an authentic audience. Major projects 

include a series of student-created “show episodes,” either as podcasts or videos. Episodes are 

content-driven, research-based, well edited, original, and creative. As a project-based class, 

Creative Communications requires students to be able to take initiative for their own learning; 

students also need to be willing to take risks, make mistakes, and find answers to their own questions. 

An important note: Creative Communications projects are published on the internet; students need 

to be prepared to have their work on public display, and projects need to meet or exceed Jordan 

Public Schools expectations of appropriate content. 

 

Theatre Arts: 3160 (offered in (2025-2026, 2027-2028...)     Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester         Prerequisite: English 10A & 10B 

 

**This course is offered every other year. 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil. 

Course Description: Theatre Arts explores the many ways people use theatre in all walks of life. 

Students will study theatre history, vocal and physical performance, play analysis, and play 

production. The class focuses intensively on research, critical thinking skills, and public performance. 

Students who sign up for Theatre Arts should prepare themselves for the fact that all class 

presentations must be polished and well rehearsed. This class is offered in rotation with Creative 

Writing. It will not be offered in the 2024-2025 school year, but it will be offered in the 2025-2026 school 

year.  
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CE Introduction to Literature and Foundations of Writing and Rhetoric: 1165 & 2165  Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 each semester 

College Credit Value: 8 MSU-Mankato Credits (ENGL 110 and 101)  

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and application to Minnesota State University 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Post-It Notes. 

Course Description: This course includes a writing semester and a literature semester.  First semester 

will focus on Foundations of Writing and Rhetoric. During this semester, we will be approaching writing 

as a subject of study by investigating how writing works across a variety of contexts.  We will examine 

the writing of others for content, purpose, and structure as well as create our own pieces of writing 

including both research writing and analysis writing.  Although writing is the focus of this course, 

reading and analyzing different authors is also an important aspect of understanding rhetoric.  

Second semester will focus on literature. The essence of this portion of the course is critical reading, 

writing, and discussion of selected modern novels, poems, and short stories. The course will examine 

texts from multiple viewpoints, examining the works not only for themes, narratives, and style but also 

through the application of a variety of critical theories (lenses). The texts are multicultural and may 

contain mature themes and/or images. The texts, discussions, ideas, and assignments are different 

from those normally encountered in a high school classroom. It is a college-level course and students 

should expect college-level assignments. Students may choose to take this course for college credit 

or simply as Jordan High School credit. It can be counted as a literature and writing credit or can be 

used as an elective credit for English graduation requirements. Students who register for this class will 

not be allowed to drop it after registration. We staff our building based on registration and dropping 

this class will cause other classes to become too large. 

 

Public Speaking: 3115         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil, 3x5 notecards. 

Course Description: This semester course provides students opportunities to develop and practice 

different presentation styles with the goal of effectively communicating with an audience. Types of 

speeches include demonstration, informative, persuasive, oral interpretation, special occasion, and 

debate. At the completion of this course, students will be able to plan, organize, research, present 

and evaluate many different types of oral presentations. Students will also learn to use different types 

of technology to enhance their presentations. 

 

Concurrent Enrollment:  Public Speaking 3140    Grade Level:11-12 

Credit Value:  .5 Semester Public Speaking         Prerequisite:  Top 30% of class 

College Credit:  3 Semester Credits through Minnesota State Mankato CMST 102 (3 credits)  

 

Required Materials: Notecards, Notebook, Pens/Pencils 

This is a course in communication principles to develop skills in the analysis and presentation of 

speeches. Students research, organize and practice giving both formal and informal speeches.  

Speeches include informative, persuasive and argumentative as well as speeches for special 

occasions.  Also, students will be analyzing famous speeches for content and presentation value.  The 

course also includes group discussions of the university required book “The Hate You Give” as a 

jumping off point for many of the speeches. Our goal is to understand what makes a speech and 

speaker memorable and strive to emulate the same principles. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Growth and Child Development 1: 1300         Grade 

Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Writing Stick, Folder 

Course Description: This course is designed for anyone who may have the opportunity to interact and 

work with children now or in their future. It is especially relevant for students interested in careers that 

draw on knowledge of children, child development, and nurturing of children. Students will closely 

examine the major developmental milestones, and growth of a baby from conception to age 5. We  

will learn about the different developmental stages and milestones children go through physically, 

intellectually, emotionally and socially. We will then explore ways in which caregivers help children 

develop their abilities to reach each milestone through age and skill appropriate activities. Students 

will leave this class with the ability to create, apply and interact with children using age and skill 

appropriate activities for all of the developmental areas of children. Students will also be able to 

apply positive parenting techniques to the care of a  child through the baby think it over program. 

This is a great course for students interested in a career that will work with children in any capacity. 

Students considering a career in the following career clusters should enroll in this course: Human 

Services, Education and Training, Health Science and any student who will interact with children in 

their future. 

 

Growth and Child Development 2: 2300      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester     Prerequisite: Child Development 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Folder, Writing Utensils 

Course Description: Students in this course will expand their knowledge of child growth and 

development. Students will closely examine the major developmental milestones for the preschool to 

school age child. While observing and interacting with children in a variety of childcare settings, 

students will apply the principles of developmental theory. Students in this course will have the 

opportunity to tour and evaluate childcare environments, and plan and prepare developmentally 

age appropriate curriculum, activities and materials. Students considering a career in the following 

career clusters should enroll in this course: Human Services, Education & Training, Health Science as 

well as anyone who will interact with children in their future. 

For articulation information go to:  https://ctecreditmn.com 

 

Intro to Culinary (formerly Foods I): 3310         Grade 

Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Folder, Writing Utensil 

https://ctecreditmn.com/
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Course Description: This course is designed to introduce the food service industry, its history, 

organization, the importance of safety/sanitation and the care and use of kitchen tools and 

equipment.  It will also include product identification, recipe structure, menu planning, plus basic 

cooking principles. Intro to Culinary 1 students will have the necessary skills to not only be able to 

create their own meals for independent and family living, but leave with the career skills to be able 

to seek and maintain a job within the hospitality industry.  Throughout the semester you will familiarize 

yourself with the kitchen.  Knowing how to identify and properly use kitchen equipment and utensils, 

measure and prepare a variety of foods.  We will be able to identify the cooking and food 

preparation terms and apply that information to food labs 2-3 days per week. We will work our way 

through a cookbook, looking at the nutritional value and content of foods and of course how to 

prepare them. Topics include appetizers, soups, quick breads, yeast breads, eggs, meats, and 

DESSERTS! Students considering a career in the following career clusters should enroll in this course: 

Hospitality & Tourism, Agriculture/Food & Natural Resources, Health Sciences. This course is designed 

to give valuable life skills to help students prepare for independent living. 

 

 

Culinary II (formerly Foods II): 3315      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester          Prerequisite: Intro to Culinary 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Folder, Writing Utensil 

Course Description: A more advanced course in food preparation and for students interested in  

further developing their cooking skills. Throughout this course you will learn the art of gourmet cooking 

and learn and practice food safety and sanitation. A strong emphasis will be placed on knife skills 

through garnishing, we will also study chocolate, international cuisine and its connection to regional 

foods of the United States. Students considering a career in the following career clusters should enroll 

in this course: Hospitality & Tourism, Agriculture/Food & Natural Resources, Health Sciences. 

For articulation information go to:  https://ctecreditmn.com 

 

Baking and Pastry Arts: 3325        Grade Level 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester              Prerequisite: Foods 1 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Folder, Writing Utensil 

This course is designed to give students a chance to learn the fundamental knowledge, skills and 

understanding of baking methods and techniques.  Topics covered in this class include quick breads, 

yeast breads, cakes and cake decorating techniques, pies, cookies, tarts, decorating and plating 

techniques, various pastries and desserts.  Students enrolled in this class will work toward the 

preparation and selling of baked products each week in our own Jordan High School Bakery.  This will 

be a lab class with 2-3 labs per week. 

 

Design - Fashion & Interior: 3320        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 semester art credit       Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, Folder, Paper, Pencil/Pen 

Course Description: This is a course for students who are interested in pursuing a career in fashion or 

interior design. Students will develop a variety of individually contracted assignments intended to 

foster creativity and critical thinking in solving design problems. These experiences will enhance 

personal self-expression and employability as students develop their skills. Students interested in 

https://ctecreditmn.com/


29 

design will gain an understanding of the principles and elements of design and color theory.  These 

skills will be applied to the career design field of their choice - fashion or interior design. Students 

interested in fashion design will focus on the various aspects of designing garments from beginning 

concept to final product.  Throughout the semester we will study garment parts and how the parts 

create the whole.  We will learn about a variety of fashion designers and also how to design 

throughout the semester.   Students interested in interior design will be introduced to the concepts of 

living environments. Past and future housing will be explored along with color, texture, design, room 

layout, floor plans, furniture design and human needs are examined. This course will include a variety 

of hands-on projects. 

 

Design Lab -  3345                      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 semester art elective  Prerequisite: Design, Graphic Design or Level I  Art 

class 

 

This is a level 2 course taken after Design - Interior and Fashion, or Graphic Design, or Art 1. Students 

should have base concepts of the elements and principles of design and color theory.  Students will 

use introductory industry software and equipment such as the glowforge, cricut and heat presses to 

make usable products while applying design concepts for a school store (shirts, sweatshirts, 

ornaments, engraving, jewelry, pillows, etc). This will be a hands-on project based course. 

 

Family and Interpersonal Relationships: 3340     Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 semester         Prerequisite: None 

 

Family and Interpersonal Relationships is an introductory course that is especially relevant for students 

interested in careers that involve interacting with people. It is also valuable for all students as a life 

foundation and academic enrichment. This course addresses knowledge and skills needed for 

positive and productive relationships in career, community, and family settings. Major course topics 

include communication skills; leadership, teamwork, and collaboration; conflict prevention, 

resolution, and management; building and maintaining relationships; and individual needs and 

characteristics and their impacts on relationships. This course provides a foundation for continuing 

and post-secondary education for all career areas that involve interacting with people both inside 

and outside of a business/organization, including team members, clients, patients, customers, and 

the general public.  
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

Spanish I A and B: 1905 and 2905        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Three ring binder (1 inch or larger), writing utensil, 5 plastic sheet protectors (top 

loading), loose leaf paper or notebook and one dry-erase whiteboard marker, 2  highlighters 

Course Description: Spanish I students will learn basic Spanish grammar, including pronouns, present 

tense verb conjugations, spelling and accents, adjectives, and adverbs. Some of the vocabulary 

topics include describing people and things, school, likes and dislikes, time and date, free time 

activities, question words, weather, making plans, talking about meals, ordering in a restaurant, and 

clothing. Additionally, students will learn about the different Spanish speaking countries and their 

specific cultures and holidays. Students will listen, sing, and dance to Spanish music. By the end of 

Spanish I, students have the potential to conduct basic communications about the topics studied. 

Homework is assigned regularly and speaking in Spanish during class is expected on a daily basis. This 

is a year long class, but students must pass the first semester to continue to the second semester. 

Students are also required to maintain a C average in Spanish I if they plan to enroll in Spanish II. 

 

Spanish II A and B: 1915 and 2915        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester     Prerequisite: Spanish I with a C or better 

 

Required Materials: Three ring binder with 5 plastic sheet protectors, loose leaf paper or notebook, 

pen-cil, and a dry erase marker. 

Course Description: Spanish II is recommended for students who want to continue through levels III 

and/or IV. This course builds upon the foundations laid in Spanish I. Students will focus heavily on 

grammatical structures and vocabulary and will further develop their writing, listening, reading and 

speaking skills. Some of the vocabulary topics include: health and fitness, daily routines, household 

chores, sharing opinions and advice, tourism, shopping, giving and following directions, setting up a 

story, and discussing one's childhood. Grammatical structures include the preterit (past) verb tense, 

reflexive verbs, informal commands, the imperfect (past) verb tense, comparing and contrasting the 

preterit and imperfect tense. By the end of Spanish II, students have the potential to conduct more 

detailed and lengthy communications about the topics studied. Additionally, students will learn 

about the different Spanish speaking countries, their specific cultures, music and holidays. Regular 

oral participation is expected. This is a year long class, but students must pass the first semester to 

continue to the second semester. Students are also required to maintain a C average in Spanish II or 

teacher recommendation  if they plan to enroll in Spanish III. 

 

Spanish III A and B: 1920 and 2920       Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                         Prerequisite: Spanish II with a C or better and teacher 

recommendation 

Required Materials: Three ring binder with 5 plastic sheet protectors, loose leaf paper or notebook, 

and pencil 
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Course Description: Spanish III continues to build on the foundations laid in Spanish I and Spanish II. 

The class will be primarily conducted in Spanish, and students are expected to speak in Spanish the 

majority of the time. Students will continue to practice and expand their Spanish language 

communication skills and a greater emphasis will be placed on writing and speaking skills. Some of 

the vocabulary topics of study include health and wellbeing, possibilities for the future, legends, the 

arts, friendship, communication, reactions, and accomplishments. Grammatical structures include 

the present perfect and future verb tenses, the subjunctive and present perfect subjunctive as well as 

review of formal and informal commands and preterit and imperfect verb tenses. By the end of 

Spanish III, students will have the potential to conduct more fluid, detailed, and lengthy 

communications about the topics studied. Additionally, students will learn about the different Spanish 

speaking countries, their specific cultures, music, and holidays. 

 

     Grade Level: 11-12 CE Spanish IV 101/102: 1925, 2925 

Credit Value: 1 credit per semester 

College Credit Value: 4 MSU Mankato credits per semester 

Prerequisite: Top half of class as a senior, top third of class as a junior, or a 21 or higher on the ACT 

 

Required Materials: Three ring binder (1 and 1/2 inch or larger with a clear cover, used only for 

Spanish class), writing utensil, 5 plastic sheet protectors (top loading), loose leaf paper or notebook 

and one dry-erase whiteboard marker 

Course Description: Students in Concurrent Enrollment Spanish IV will further develop their oral, 

listening, and composition, reading comprehension, and intermediate grammar skills. They will also 

study Spanish and Latin American literature. Students will work intensely on integrating the four 

modalities of reading, writing, listening, and speaking and will use a variety of authentic resources 

(newspapers, radio shows, etc.) Students will also study cultural regions in the United States, Mexico, 

the Caribbean, Central America, South America, and Spain. Spanish IV will be conducted 

completely in Spanish and students are expected to use Spanish with their teacher and peers in 

class.  Students will continue to work on advanced grammatical structures, while studying a variety of 

vocabulary topics. Students who register for this class will not be allowed to drop it after registration. 

We staff our building based on registration and dropping this class will cause other classes to become 

too large. 

 

CE Spanish V 201/202: 1930 and 2930                                  Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: 1 credit per semester 

College Credit Value: 4 MSU Mankato credits per semester 

Prerequisite: Top half of class as a senior, top third of class as a junior, or a 21 or higher on the ACT 

 

Required Materials: Three ring binder (1 and 1/2 inch or larger with a clear cover, used only for 

Spanish class), writing utensil, 5 plastic sheet protectors (top loading), loose leaf paper or notebook 

and one dry-erase whiteboard marker 

Course Description: Students in Concurrent Enrollment Spanish V will further develop their oral, listen-

ing, and composition, reading comprehension, and advanced grammar skills. They will also study 

Spanish and Latin American literature. Students will work intensely on integrating the four modalities of 

reading, writing, listening, and speaking and will use a variety of authentic resources (newspapers, 

radio shows, etc.) Students will also study cultural regions in the United States, Mexico, the Caribbean, 

Central America, South America, and Spain. Spanish V will be conducted completely in Spanish and 
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students are expected to use Spanish with their teacher and peers in class.  Students will continue to 

work on advanced grammatical structures, while studying a variety of vocabulary topics. Students 

who register for this class will not be allowed to drop it after registration. We staff our building based 

on registration and dropping this class will cause other classes to become too large. 

 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

Ninth Grade 

Physical Education 9 

 

 

Tenth Grade 

Competitive Sports 

Fitness for Life 

Health 10 

 

Physical Education 9: 3350                  Grade Level: 9 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials:  Separate set of workout attire (PE Shirt is Required: $10 and black athletic shorts 

or pants) and athletic shoes 

Course Description: Physical Education 9 emphasizes personal fitness. Students will learn the benefits 

that physical activity can have on their lives as well as the risk factors and possible dangers of living a 

sedentary lifestyle. Students will focus on the five health-related fitness components (cardiovascular 

endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition) and how they 

relate to personal wellness. Students will get an introduction to the weight room and the design of a 

personal exercise program. Personal goals will be implemented. There is an introductory unit on body 

composition and weight management. Personal fitness tests will be assessed in the following areas: 

cardiovascular endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The class will 

include the skills, strategies, rules, and etiquette of a wide variety of individual / dual activities as well 

as team sports. Units include: badminton, pickleball, tennis, soccer, football, speedball, volleyball, 

archery, basketball, cross country, yard games, disk golf, ulti-mate games, table tennis, strength 

training, body composition and weight management, lacrosse, team handball, floor hockey, 

kickball, Omnikin ball, golf, and softball. All activities are played with an emphasis on teamwork, 

sportsmanship, effort, cooperation, and personal skill improvement. This course is required for 

graduation. 

 

Physical Education 10: Competitive Sports : 3355           Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: Physical Education 9 

 

Required Materials: Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description: Competitive Sports focuses on competitive team/individual/fitness activities. 

Activities include all major team and individual sports at a higher competitive level. Class will focus on 

participation in individual/dual activities such as golf, ten-nis, badminton, pickleball, table tennis, 

archery, cross country running, inline skating, lawn games, and strength training. Team games will 
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continue to be played. Students will be able to design and implement an individual strength training 

program focusing on personal goals and improvement. Personal fitness tests will be assessed in the 

following areas: cardiovascular endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. 

The body composition and weight management unit will include a three day diet log and analysis. 

Students must take either Physical Education 10/Competitive Sports or Physical Education 10/Lifetime 

Activities. 

 

Physical Education 10: Fitness for Life: 3375             Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: Physical Education 9 

 

Required Materials:  Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description: Lifetime Activities focuses on individual fitness/sports/activities. Students 

participate in a variety of life-time fitness activities at a less competitive level. These activities may 

include; aerobics, yoga, zumba, and pilates. Individual, dual and team games will continue to be 

played. Students will design and implement an individual strength training program focusing on 

personal goals and improvement. Personal fitness tests will be assessed in the following areas: 

cardiovascular endurance, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The body 

composition and weight management unit will continue and will include a three day diet log and 

analysis. 

 

Health 10: 3360          Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pencils, markers or colored pencils, chromebook 

Course Description: This course recognizes health is a precious resource often taken for granted. 

Students will be provided relevant information that will give them the knowledge, skills, and attitudes 

to contribute to a healthier lifestyle. This course stresses that proper diet and exercise are necessary 

for future health and will prepare students to make informed decisions for the rest of their lives. The 

technology used in health class consists of videos from the Internet, DVDs, and PowerPoint 

presentations, along with wireless laptop computers. Topics covered in Health 10: 

Understanding Health and Wellness, Setting Goals, Making Responsible Decisions, Learning Healthful 

Friendships and Relationship Skills, Recognizing and Dealing with Harmful Relationships, Resolving 

Conflicts and Preventing Violence, Nutrition and Healthy Food Guidelines (MyPlate), Maintaining a 

Desirable Weight and Preventing Eating Disorders, Drugs (alcohol, tobacco, medicines, prescriptions 

and other illegal drugs), Contraceptives, Stress management and mental health, Abstinence from 

Sex, First Aid and Hands-Only CPR. 

 

Lifetime Activities : 3365         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester     Prerequisite: “B” or higher in Phy Ed 10 

 

Required Materials:  Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description: Emphasis will be on lifetime activities. Units will include: basketball, volleyball, 

badminton, pickleball, tennis, strength training, floor hockey, softball, kickball, table tennis, football, 
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soccer, speedball, lawn games (bocce ball, bean bag toss, ladder golf, croquet), archery, golf, ulti-

mate games, inline skating, broomball, ice hockey, Omnikin ball, and lacrosse. Students will also have 

a mountain bike unit with a possible weekend camping-field trip. During the class students will 

experience some advanced strategy, tournament organization, and officiating. A possible field trip 

would consist of racquetball, squash, wallyball, rock climbing, and kayaking. A high amount and 

intensity of effort will be required with this elective class. 

 

Nothing But Net : 3390                      Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                Prerequisite: “B” or higher in Physical Education 9 and/or 10 

 

Required Material: Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or pants) 

and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description: The purpose of this course is to develop and enhance the students’ skills and 

knowledge of a variety of net and racquet sports. Participation will result in a better understanding of 

activities for lifelong fitness. Students are expected to learn more advanced skills and strategies and 

demonstrate them in game situations. Variations of the sports and full gameplay will be played during 

this semester-long course. Examples of games include; badminton, table tennis, volleyball, tennis, 

pickleball, and may include additional net and racquet sports from around the world! This elective 

class will require a high amount of intensity and effort. 

 

Strength Training : 3370         Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: “B” or higher in Phy Ed 10 

 

Required Materials: Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description: This course is a follow-up to the strength training units introduced in ninth and 

tenth grade physical education classes. There will be an overview of anatomy and physiology 

explaining what is happening to the body during strength training. Emphasis will be on individual 

strength and personalized programs relating to students’ personal goals. The class will also include 

plyometrics, core strength and conditioning exercises, flexibility training, cardiovascular/aerobic 

workouts, bands, strength ball training, and sprint and agility training. Students will write a research 

paper on a topic of their choice relating to nutrition, supplements, or health/fitness. A high amount 

and intensity of effort will be required. 

 

Women’s Wellness: 3380                                                                                                   Grade Level:  11-12 

Credit Value:  .5 per semester                                                              Prerequisite:  Phy Ed 10 

 

Required Materials:  Separate set of workout attire (Required PE Shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description:  Wellness is taking an active role in improving every aspect of your life in order to 

achieve a productive, healthy lifestyle.  There are six dimensions of wellness: physical, emotional, 

spiritual, intellectual, vocational, and social.  The choices you make in developing these dimensions 

will reflect the type of lifestyle you lead.  And being aware of these choices is your first step to 

change. This will be mostly an activity class focusing on the physical dimension.  Students will do a 
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variety of aerobic exercises including running, circuit training, games, dance and Zumba.  Students 

will know how to use proper strength training techniques while using weight machines, resistance 

bands, weighted bars, free weights, mindful movement, and Pilates.  Students will understand the 

importance of exercise, nutrition, and rest, to develop and maintain a healthy lifestyle.   

 

 

 

 

Zero Hour MAX Strength and Conditioning: 3385                                                              Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value:  .25 per semester                                                          Prerequisite:  Teacher permission 

 

Required Materials:  Separate set of workout attire (maroon or gold shirt and black athletic shorts or 

pants) and athletic shoes 

 

Course Description:  This class will be offered before school from 7:10-8:00am.   The structure of this 

class will be twofold.  The program will have the students on an in-season and out-of-season weight 

training program. This structure will allow the students to stay at an optimal performance level in-

season and train to improve their strength and conditioning out-of-season. This class will also work 

with the students to maintain proper nutrition and hydration. This is a Pass/Fail Course.  
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 
 

Required for all lab classes: All students will be required to keep a daily log of work progress in lab 

classes, which will aid in determining the lab portion of that class’ grade. All students taking Industrial 

Education classes must take safety tests on machine operation. They are required to answer at least 

90% of the questions correctly to be eligible to work in the lab or on projects. Test scores below 90% 

will result in learning from written material rather than lab experiences. This policy is meant to 

emphasize the importance of safety and preparation in use of lab tools and equipment. 

 

Woods I: 1500          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Students will be responsible for paying for projects they make 

Course Description: Woods I is an entry-level course for individuals interested in the art of 

woodworking while learning about the manufacturing and fabricating industries. Through lectures, 

research, hands-on activities, demonstrations, and assessments, students will acquire the basic 

knowledge needed to design and build a piece of furniture or cabinetry from a list of approved 

projects. Students in this class will be exposed to the CNC router, laser engraver, and lathe while 

building a piece of furniture for their own room or home. Major topics include: 

Machine and Lab Safety, Safety tests and demonstrations, Types of wood and wood products and 

their properties, Machine/hand tool skills, Project planning (creating and reading blueprints), Project 

construction 

 

Woods II: 2500          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Woods I @ 70% or better 

 

Required Materials: Students will be responsible for paying for projects they make 

Course Descriptions: Students taking Woods II will use the skills learned in Woods I to design and 

manufacture a furniture/cabinet based project of their choice. Woodworking II is an advanced 

course where students will expand upon the skills and concepts acquired in Woods I, while exploring 

other facets of woodworking such as laminating, faceplate turning and advanced joinery. Major 

topics include: Machine and Lab safety, Safety tests and demonstrations, Joinery and production, 

Production, Project planning (creating and reading blueprints), Project construction. 

 

Power and Energy : 3520         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Students will be responsible for paying for projects they make 

Course Description: This course is designed to be an introduction to various types of small engines 

and how they operate. Students will learn to identify the parts of a small engine and how to 

diagnose, and properly maintain the internal combustion engine. Students will identify and explain 

the cycles of a 2 and 4 cycle engine, explain and perform simple troubleshooting techniques, work in 

a team to disassemble and properly reassemble a small engine, and discuss employment 
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opportunities in the small engine industry. Additionally, students will perform maintenance tasks 

including changing oil, checking filters, and sharpening blades. 

 

Metals Fabrication I : 3525         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: $10 lab fee to cover materials used. 

Course Descriptions: This class exposes students to the techniques and processes that are involved in 

metal fabrication. Students will be engaged in the welding processes that include SMAW, GMAW, 

MIG, TIG and Oxy-Acetylene welding and cutting. Stu-dents will also be exposed to CAD drawing, 

CNC machining, lathe turning, the milling machine, and a variety of cutting and fastening tools. 

Students will understand the vocabulary associated with welding and fabricating, use lab equipment 

safely, recognize the different processes and the advantages of each, demonstrate proper 

techniques for each process, and understand the importance of maintaining a clean and organized 

facility.  Topics covered include the following: Machine and Lab safety, Safety tests and 

demonstrations, SMAW, GMAW, MIG, TIG and Oxy-Acetylene welding - inspection and testing, 

CAD/CNC machining, Lathe and Mill production, Precision Measuring. 

 

Metals Fabrication II : 3535         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: Metals Fab I @ 70% or better 

 

Required Materials: $10 lab fee to cover materials used. Students will be responsible for paying for 

projects. 

Course Descriptions: The Metals Fabrication II course is designed to build on skills learned in Metals 

Fabrication I while adding the engineering and design processes. This class is largely based on 

individual work taking place in the metals lab. Students will be provided the skills necessary to design 

a project in the CAD lab, then complete advanced machining and fabrication processes to 

produce a useful product. Students will be exposed to a variety of high demand careers in fields 

relating to areas discussed in class.  Topics covered include the following: Machine and Lab safety, 

Safety tests and demonstrations, Fabrication Careers, CAD/CNC machining, Advanced welding 

processes, Advanced machining processes. 

 

Architectural Drafting/CAD: 3530        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Students will be responsible for paying for projects they make 

Course Description: Students will find themselves in the perfect design/build situation! They will design 

a home on a budget, then work hands-on with a structure of similar construction. Students can 

showcase their creativity in their design of a realistic home using “AutoCAD Architecture”. Then 

realize how carpenters and other trades people skillfully construct, install, erect, and repair structures 

to comply with existing codes and craftsmanship. Students will draw and read “working drawings” 

and specifications pertaining to standards and materials used in construction. Students will work with 

a variety of hand tools to apply the techniques learned in the classroom on actual construction 

projects such as wall modules and storage sheds. 

Major topics include: Trades Safety, CAD software and techniques, Floor Plans, Elevation Drawings, 

Living Areas, Service Areas, Framing Plans, Site Development (Landscape Plan, Plot Plan), Electrical 

Plans, Trade tools (measuring, cutting, fasteners), Construction materials, Design/build careers. 



38 

 

  



39 

 

Advanced Design and Machining Careers: 3545      Grade: 11-12 

Credit Value: 1.0        Prerequisite: Metals II (C or better) 

 

Required Materials: 

Course Description: The Advanced Design and Machining class will focus on career pathways for 

students, an opportunity to learn from community professionals both in school and out in industry. This 

program will require students to manage time and tools; read and interpret blueprints; work 

independently and in groups; and have a mature attitude towards their learning and experiences. 

Students may be able to earn the 10-hour OSHA certification as well as college credit through 

articulation agreements with educational partners.  Students taking this path may look ahead to 

education and careers as Engineers, drafting and design, tool and die makers, welders, machine 

operators, and CNC programmer / operator.  Students hone their skills on the latest Haas CNC 

machining centers, as well as manual machines.  They will learn a variety of career opportunities and 

skills in the manufacturing industry.  This will include: 

● Demonstrate job skills necessary to promote self and career 

● Program and operate computer numerical control or CNC machines 

● Operate a drill press - center drill, drill, counterbore and countersink 

● Operate a surface grinder - grind surfaces flat and parallel, square or with precision angles 

● Operate a lathe -  facing, knurling, tapping, turning, threading and boring 

● Operate a milling machine -  face, plain, angular and form milling 

● Design / build using the process listed above 

Students will partner with local businesses to aid in their learning, while working towards potential 

“internships” while training on the job.   

 

Advanced Welding Skills : 3540         Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester              Prerequisite: Metals Fab I & II 

 

Course Descriptions:  This advanced course is designed to build upon the welding skills learned in 

Metals Fabrication I, and Metals Fabrication II. This class is based on Lab activities and processes after 

learning safe practices and methods in the classroom setting.  Classroom projects will be assigned to 

focus students on a specific process as they work towards a potential AWS certification in a specific 

process.  Weld quality will be graded by the classroom  instructor as well as professionals from local 

industries.  Student projects may be considered if they fit the current topic and processes being 

studied and practiced. 

 

Topics covered include the following: welding safety, welding symbols and print reading,, base metal 

preparation, joint fit-up and alignment, and weld quality and testing.  Students will advance their 

knowledge and skills in Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW), Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW), and 

Gas Tungsten Arc Welding (GTAW). 

 

Required Materials: $25 lab fee to cover materials used. Students will be responsible for paying for 

independent projects. 

  



40 

 

MATH EDUCATION 
 

Ninth Grade 

Geometry 

Algebra 2A 

Tenth Grade 

Geometry 

Algebra 2A 

Advanced Algebra 2 

Eleventh Grade 

Algebra 2B 

Pre-Calculus 

Advance Pre-Calculus 

CIS College Algebra                

through Modeling 

Twelfth Grade 

Pre-Calculus 

Calculus 

CIS College Algebra     

through Modeling 

CIS Calculus 

 

 
Geometry A and B: 1410 and 2410           Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                Prerequisite: Algebra I 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 84 or TI 83 

Course Description: Students will be introduced to the language and logic of Geometry. Topics of 

discussion will include points, lines, planes, angles, polygons, perimeter, area, and volume. Students 

will also explore triangles, congruence, similarity, and trigonometry. Students will explore writing formal 

proofs in geometry. *Flipped Classroom option: Instruction is given via video on own time. Class time is 

used for follow up instruction and questions.  

   

Algebra 2A A and B: 1420 and 2420         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester               Prerequisite: none 

 

Required Materials: Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: Algebra 2A is a course that completes the first half of Algebra 2. Topics include 

Solving Equations and Inequalities, Linear Functions and Relations, Systems of Equations, and 

Quadratic Functions and Relations. Topics that will be discussed are Polynomials, Inverses and 

Radical Functions and Relations, and Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, and Relations. 
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Algebra 2B A and B: 1425 and 2425         Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                 Prerequisite: Algebra 2A (C or better) 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator, TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: Algebra 2B is a course that completes the second half of Algebra 2. Topics 

covered will be polynomial functions, function notation, inverse of functions, transformations, 

exponential growth and decay, trigonometry, probability, statistics, radical functions, rational 

functions, sequences and series.  There will be an ACT and MCA review unit. 

 

Advanced Algebra 2 A and B: 1430 and 2430        Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester              Prerequisite: Geometry (B or better) 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator, TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: When students complete Algebra 2, they will be familiar with linear, quadratic, 

polynomial, and trigonometric functions. Other topics covered include: probability,  inequalities, 

matrices, logarithms, and sequences. Students will use graphing calculators to solve real-world 

problems. This course contains what most colleges require of their entering freshmen. 

 

Pre-Calculus A and B: 1435 and 2435        Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester Prerequisite: Adv. Algebra or Algebra 2B & Geometry (C or better) 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: Students will dig deeper into the following concepts: functions, rational 

expressions & functions, polynomial functions & equations, exponential functions, logarithmic 

functions, trigonometry, and polynomial regressions. There will also be an ACT and MCA review built 

into the class.  

 

Advanced Pre-Calculus A and B: 1455 and 2455     Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester          Prerequisite: Adv. Algebra 2 and Geometry (B or better) 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: Advanced Pre-Calculus will move more quickly than Pre-Calculus and prepare 

students to take CIS Calculus. During the first semester, students will learn functions in the areas of 

linear, rational, trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic. Topics will also include linear equations, 

the nature of graphs, and trigonometric identities. During the second semester, students will learn 

vectors, conics, polar coordinates, complex numbers, and sequences.  

 

Calculus A and B: 1460 and 2460            Grade Level: 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester   Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus or Advanced Pre-Calculus 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: This course is designed for students who might not be ready for a college level 

course (i.e. CIS Calculus) but want to prepare for college mathematics. Calculus will cover 

differentiation of single variable functions and basics of integration of single variable functions. 

Calculus will be less rigorous than CIS Calculus and topics will be presented at a slower pace than CIS 

Calculus. Students need to have very good algebra skills. 
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CIS Calculus I A and B: 1445 and 2445      Grade Level: 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester  Prerequisite: Advanced Precalculus with an A- 

College Credit Value: 4 U of MN credits (MATH 1371) 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: CIS Calculus I covers differentiation of single-variable functions and basics of 

integration of single-variable functions. Applications include max-min, related rates, area, and curve-

sketching. The course emphasizes the use of a calculator and cooperative learning. Before enrolling, 

students should have demonstrated an understanding of algebra, analytic geometry, exponentials, 

logarithms, trigonometry, and complex numbers. Students should be able to think through and 

manipulate complex algebraic expressions without relying on a calculator. Students who are 

successful may earn four University of Minnesota semester credits. Students who register for this class 

will not be allowed to drop it after registration. We staff our building based on registration and 

dropping this class will cause other classes to become too large. 

For more information on this Course: Go to this link: https://ccaps.umn.edu/college-in-the-

schools/cse-calculus-i 

 

CIS College Algebra through Modeling A and B: 1450 and 2450  Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester 

College Credit Value: 3 U of MN credits (CI 1806)                               

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra 2 with at least B- and top 50% of the class 

 

Required Materials: Texas Instruments Graphing Calculator TI 83 or TI 84 

Course Description: CIS College Algebra through Modeling specifically covers the construction of 

mathematical models from the viewpoints of theory and real data. Those models are then used to 

describe real world phenomena, making predictions. The course introduces students to the art of 

mathematical prediction through algebraic modeling and elementary probability theory. The class 

covers techniques of representing the behavior of real-world data with algebraic equations, 

including linear, polynomial, exponential and logarithmic functions. Students also learn basic 

probability theory including counting methods and conditional probability. The class emphasizes the 

use of traditional algebraic methods and technologies such as graphing calculators and Excel 

spreadsheets to find equations that accurately represent the behavior of real-world data. A student 

who wants to take calculus in college but who feels weak in math could take this class in the junior 

year and then pre-calculus or in the senior year. Students who are successful may earn three 

University of Minnesota semester credits. Students who register for this class will NOT be allowed to 

drop it after registration. We staff our building based on registration and dropping this class will cause 

other classes to become too large. 

For more information on this Course: Go to this link: https://ccaps.umn.edu/college-in-the-

schools/college-algebra-through-modeling 

  

https://ccaps.umn.edu/college-in-the-schools/college-algebra-through-modeling
https://ccaps.umn.edu/college-in-the-schools/college-algebra-through-modeling
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MUSIC EDUCATION 
 

Concert Band A and B: 1550 and 2550       Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester      Prerequisite: Meet with director 

 

Required Materials: Concert attire, pencil 

Course Description: The JHS Concert Band is a performing ensemble that focuses on excellence in 

music making and study. Students explore a variety of music from all styles, eras, and cultures. 

Students will also study the elements of music and continue developing their personal musicianship 

and ensemble rehearsal skills. Concert Band members will participate in large group contest, 

quarterly band concerts, and a select number of Marching Band and Pep Band performances 

throughout the year. Additional performing opportunities for Concert Band members include 

Solo/Ensemble contest, Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, Woodwind Ensemble, Brass Ensemble, and other 

small chamber groups. Student commitment and ability developed in this ensemble will factor into 

potential placement into Symphonic Band after a student’s 9th grade year. Participating students will 

have the opportunity to earn an activity letter.  

 

Symphonic Band A and B: 1551/2551       Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Audition 

 

Required Materials: Concert attire, pencil 

Course Description:  The JHS Symphonic Band is a rigorous performing ensemble that capitalizes on 

skills learned and developed in Concert Band. Students explore a variety of music from all styles, eras, 

and cultures. Students will also study the elements of music and continue developing their personal 

musicianship and ensemble rehearsal skills. Symphonic Band members will participate in large group 

contest, quarterly band concerts, and a select number of Marching Band and Pep Band 

performances throughout the year. Additional performing opportunities for Symphonic Band 

members include Solo/Ensemble contest, Jazz Band, Jazz Combo, Woodwind Ensemble, Brass 

Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble, and other small chamber groups. Participating students will have the 

opportunity to earn an activity letter.  Seniors in the spring semester will have the opportunity to earn 

Concurrent Enrollment credit from MSU.   

 

Bass Chorus A and B: 1555 and 2555       Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Performance attire, pencil 

Course Description: The Bass Chorus experience emphasizes the enjoyment of choral music, the 

development of the male singing voice and fundamental skills necessary for quality choral singing. 

Students will explore choral music from all time periods and styles. Importance will be placed on 

proper singing technique (as the male voice continues to mature), music reading skills, and vocal 

independence. All members are expected to participate in the four major concerts as well as other 

performance engagements that might arise during the year. Additional opportunities for members of 

Bass Chorus include participation in one of our co-curricular choirs and solo/ensemble contest. 
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Treble Chorus A and B: 1560 and 2560       Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Performance attire, pencil 

Course Description: The Treble Chorus experience emphasizes the enjoyment of choral music, the 

development of the female singing voice, and the fundamental skills necessary for quality choral 

singing. Students explore choral music from all time periods and styles. Importance is placed on 

proper singing technique, music reading skills, and vocal independence. All members are expected 

to participate in the four major concerts as well as other performance engagements that might arise 

during the year. Additional opportunities for members of Treble Chorus include participation in one of 

our co-curricular choirs and solo/ensemble contest.  

 

 

Concert Choir A and B: 1565 and 2565       Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester    Prerequisite: Audition with the director in Spring 

 

Required Materials: Performance attire, pencil 

Course Description: Concert Choir is a mixed voice ensemble opportunity for students with prior 

experience, skill, and commitment to choral singing. Students are selected by the director based on 

their audition through a “Choir Assessment” process prior to next year. This choir focuses on attaining 

a high level of musicianship based on each member’s enjoyment of singing, proper vocal technique, 

vocal range, intonation, strong music reading skills, and demonstrated commitment to group 

success. Students explore choral music from all time periods and styles. All members are expected to 

participate in the four major concerts during the year as well as other public performance 

opportunities that may arise.  Additional opportunities for members of Concert Choir include 

participation in one of our co-curricular choirs and solo/ensemble contest. 

 

 

CE Musicology: 3515           Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                               Prerequisite: Director permission 

 

Required Materials: Pencil and notebook 

This course covers the basics of music theory, aural perception, and sight singing all in the context of 

primarily western music history. Emphasis is placed on rhythmic exercises, notation, tonality, phrase 

structure, simple form, fundamental harmony, and basic keyboard facility. Other topics: The Origins of 

Western Music, Rhythm, Beliefs of the Power of Music, The Difference in Meter Between Secular and 

Sacred Music, alongside an analysis of essential music elements. No previous music experience is 

necessary, however some background in a music ensemble is highly recommended. 

  



45 

 

SCIENCE 
 

Ninth Grade 

Physical Science 

Tenth Grade 

Biology 

Eleventh Grade 

Chemistry Foundations 

Chemistry 

Physics 

 

Physical Science A and B: 1605 and 2605      Grade Level: 9 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Scientific calculator, notebook, folder 

Course Description: Physical Science A curriculum includes abstract concepts such as the structure of 

atoms, the periodic table, chemical bonding, acids and bases. Physical Science B includes nuclear 

chemistry, motion and forces, the conservation of energy and matter, Newton’s Laws, and wave 

behavior. Students investigate physical science concepts through experience in laboratories and 

field work using the processes of inquiry. Students will learn and use proper laboratory procedures 

and safety methods needed to be successful in future science courses and beyond. 

 

Biology A and B: 1610 and 2610                          Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Scientific calculator, notebook, folder 

Course Description: In Biology A and B, it is our goal to understand life and its processes. Therefore, 

this course is aimed at introducing general characteristics and concepts that apply to life at all levels 

of organization. These include similarities in cell structure, DNA, energy usage, genetics, and the 

structure of ecosystems. Other general biological themes discussed in this course include the 

relatedness among living organisms, and how living organisms are adapted for survival in their 

particular environments. Students will utilize a microscope to examine cells and organisms, and will 

also investigate the internal structures of an organism through multiple dissections. Proper laboratory 

techniques will be implemented, and students will develop the ability to critically analyze a situation 

using scientific methods and procedures in order to reach scientific conclusions to life’s issues. 

 

Chemistry A and B: 1630 and 2630                    Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra I, Physical Science 

 

Required Materials: Scientific Calculator, notebook, ½ inch 3-ring binder 

Course Description: This course builds on what students began earlier with physical science and 

biology, building a strong foundation for a possible career in the medical field, engineering, the 

sciences, and agriculture, while exploring a variety of matter interactions. As with all science courses 

at JHS, we use a "hands-on" approach to learning science, with a variety of labs and demonstrations. 

The main emphasis of this course is on chemical reactions, developing laboratory skills, 

nomenclature, chemical quantities, mass-mass relationships, and mass-energy relationships.  Skills 

students will learn which they will be able to employ outside the classroom include solving 

stoichiometry problems, energy-temperature conversions, and explaining material behavior. Students 
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interested in the medical field, science and engineering, or just want to know "why things work" 

should consider taking general chemistry. 

 

Chemistry Foundations A and B: 1650 and 2650        Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester             Prerequisite: Physical Science 

 

Required Materials: Calculator, notebook, 3-ring binder 

Course Description: Applied Chemistry is a general survey course focusing on the practical 

application of chemical concepts and theories to industry, technology, and everyday life. Chemistry 

is more than just labs and beakers because it is what explains the world around us. This full year 

applied chemistry course will move at a slower pace than general chemistry while covering similar 

material. Discussion topics include solutions, chemical equations, matter, energy, and gas laws. Using 

lab activities you will learn to make scientific observations, collect evidence, communicate ideas, ask 

questions, and propose explanations just like a scientist. 

 

Anatomy and Physiology A and B: 1615 and 2615     Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Biology 

 

Required Materials: notebook 

Course Description: Anatomy & Physiology is the study of the structure and function of human body 

systems. The course includes an in-depth focus on each organ system in the body, examining the 

components of each organ system and how each system works. Classroom activities include 

lectures, discussions, and lab activities. Students taking this course will develop science skills through 

research projects and presentations, as well as numerous lab activities, including dissections. Students 

taking this course should be prepared to spend additional time outside of class on course work. 

Students interested in the health science fields should consider taking this course. 

 

Environmental Science: 1625                               Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Biology 

 

Required Materials: Composition notebook 

Course Description: This semester-long course in Environmental Science is the study of the 

components of Earth's environment and how human activities impact the world today. Students 

focus on ecology, populations, water and air ecosystems, land usage and waste issues, energy and 

resource conservation, climate change, forestry, wildlife, biodiversity, and species conservation. 

Students develop their skills in science through a hands-on approach to learning science, with a 

variety of labs, outdoor studies, and research projects throughout the year. Environmental science 

helps prepare students for careers in the fields of natural resources, the outdoors, and environmental 

awareness. 

 

Advanced Placement Chemistry A and B: 1635 and 2635    Grade Level: 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester  Prerequisite: General Chemistry at Jordan HS (C or higher) 

 

Required Materials: Graphing calculator, one 1-inch 3-ring binder 

Course Description: AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course 

usually taken during the first year of college. Students interested in the sciences, medicine, nursing, 

engineering, pharmacy, and a long list of other careers should seriously consider AP Chemistry. Many 
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topics taught in general chemistry are also covered in AP Chemistry, but at a much deeper level. 

Topics include mass relationships, reactions, gasses, thermochemistry, equilibrium systems, atomic 

theory, reaction kinetics, and solutions. At the conclusion of the full year course, students have the 

option of taking the Advanced Placement exam (administered in early to mid-May), which most 

colleges and universities accept for college credit. Students should be prepared to spend 

approximately an hour a day outside of class on course work. AP Chemistry helps prepare students 

for careers in the sciences, engineering, pharmacy, medicine, and a variety of other fields by refining 

their problem-solving skills. Students who register for this class will not be allowed to drop it after 

registration. We staff our building based on registration and dropping this class will cause other 

classes to become too large. 

 

CIS Human Physiology, Technology & Medical Devices A and B: 1645 and 2645   Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester  Prerequisite: B in General Chemistry  

College Credit Value: 4 U of MN credits (BIOL 1015) 

 

Required Materials: notebook 

Course Description: CIS Physiology is a college freshmen-level biological science course. The course 

examines specific topics in human anatomy and physiology including; body systems, medical 

devices and technology. The course meets in two different settings: As a whole class in an active 

learning setting, engaging in cooperative group activities that require inquiry and problem-solving 

skills, and in small groups of students engaging in hands-on activities, inquiry-based learning, and 

dissections.  Students who successfully complete the course may earn four University of Minnesota 

semester credits. Students need to be prepared to spend an hour a day outside of class on course 

work. 

Students who register for this class will not be allowed to drop it after registration. We staff our building 

based on registration and dropping this class will cause other classes to become too large. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

Ninth Grade 

Civics 

 

Tenth Grade 

American History 

CE American History 

Eleventh Grade 

World History 

CE World History 

Twelfth Grade 

Economics  

BME (Summit course) 

and an Elective: 

Sociology 

Psychology 

World Events 

World Geography 

Multicultural History US 

 

Social 9 A and B: 1705 and 2705        Grade Level: 9 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pencils 

Course Description: Social 9 will highlight two separate topics.  Students will spend a portion of the 

year with an introduction to the United States Government.  As Americans, students have American 

citizenship in common with the millions of others across the country. The Government portion of the 

school year is designed to give students background and knowledge of what it means to be an 

American citizen. Students will learn the rights and responsibilities that go along with being an 

American citizen as well as aspects of local, state, and national government in the United States.  The 

second portion of Social 9 will provide students with opportunities for interest and  career exploration, 

while focusing on the development of soft skills.  This portion of Social 9 will stress skills in academic 

readiness, personal/social development, career & college readiness, as well as promote financial 

literacy. 

 

 

American History 10 A and B: 1710 and 2710      Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, pens, and pencils 

Course Description: This course will be a chronological survey course. This class will help students to 

understand our national heritage and accomplishments, as well as developing an appreciation for 

other cultures and the sacrifices made by our veterans in the name of freedom. Students will learn 

events from the past that will help provide context for the present, as we will also connect American 

History to present-day current events. Students will develop strong analytical and critical thinking skills 

in this class, and will have opportunities to improve reading and writing skills. The first semester will 

begin in the Exploration period of the 1400s and go to the Reconstruction time period following the 

Civil War. Units will be taught in Exploration and Immigration, Revolutionary War, New Nation, 

Expansion Leads to Sectional Conflict, the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the “clash of cultures” 

that resulted from west-ward expansion. The second semester will begin in the late 1800s and go to 

the post-Vietnam modern era. We will begin with Industrialization, Immigration, and Urbanization, 
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followed by an Era of Reform, World War 1, Interwar Period (Roaring ‘20s and Great Depression), 

World War 2, Cold War, Civil Rights and Vietnam, and Issues in Modern America. 

 

 

CE US History A and B (formerly AP): 1720 and 2720    Grade Level: 10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester     Prerequisite: Top 25% of the class 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, pens and pencils, 

Course Description: This class is a concurrent enrollment course through Minnesota State University- 

Mankato. Students who are accepted at MSU, Mankato, complete this course and receive the 

required grade will receive 4 credit hours per semester. First semester is History 190: United States to 

1877 and second semester is History 191: United States since 1877. This course is a college preparatory 

course that will help students improve the myriad of academic skills required for a future post-

secondary education. Each semester is divided into four or five time periods, with each time period 

having one major assessment, a paper or a project, and a writing based midterm exam.  As a 

college level course, students should expect a rigorous content level and pace.  We will be working 

based on a college level textbook and doing considerable amounts of reading and writing.  This 

course demands a strong work ethic, organizational skills, and time management.  Solid reading and 

writing skills, along with a willingness to devote time and energy are also required. Emphasis will be 

placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, and interpretation of various primary 

and secondary sources. Beyond the study of specific events and people, the course focuses on 

important historical themes and processes that shape and continue to shape American history.  

 

World History A and B: 1730 and 2730              Grade Level: 11 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Pens, and pencils, 

Course Description: World History is the story of humanity and how the world we live in today was 

formed. Learning the human history of the world teaches us tolerance, respect, and appreciation for 

past people, for different cultures, and other areas of the world, as well as a better understanding of 

how the world works today. First semester will begin with the beginnings of human history and reach 

up to the end of the post-classical era and the beginning of modern history. Second semester will 

start there and end with an in-depth look at our modern, globalized world. The course will examine 

key civilizations, events, and people that students should be able to identify, but much of the focus 

will be on developing important skills and an understanding of how history works through common 

themes and processes. Those important skills include reading analysis, writing and communication, 

synthesis of information from multiple sources to form conclusions, constructing arguments using 

historical evidence, and analyzing history using both compare and contrast and cause and effect 

methods. Major themes include the interaction of humans and their environment, economic and 

labor systems, the development and interaction of cultures, government and state building, social 

organization, and the development and impact of technology. The goal of World History is to build 

better informed world citizens who have the knowledge and skills necessary to continue their 

education and be productive members of a growing global community. 
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CE World History A and B (formerly AP): 1735 and 2735                     Grade Level: 11 

Credit Value: .5 per semester          Prerequisite: Top 25% of the class 

 

Required Materials: Pens, and pencils, 

Course Description: This class is a concurrent enrollment course through Minnesota State University- 

Mankato. Students who are accepted at MSU, Mankato,complete this course and receive the 

required grade will receive 4 credit hours per semester. First semester is History 170: Ancient World 

Civilizations, to 1500 and second semester is History 171: World Civilizations, 1500-Present. This course is 

a college preparatory course that will help students improve the myriad of academic skills required 

for a future post-secondary education. This course is also a hybrid course- meaning part-way through 

the school year students will only be required to report to class 4 days a week- assuming they have 

met all the requirements to be eligible. The other day of the week students will work remotely on 

assigned work. Each semester is divided into three or four time periods, with each time period having 

one major assessment, a paper or a project, and a writing based midterm exam.  As a college level 

course, students should expect a rigorous content level and pace.  We will be working based on a 

college level textbook and doing considerable amounts of reading and writing.  This course 

demands a strong work ethic, organizational skills, and time management.  Solid reading and writing 

skills, along with a willingness to devote time and energy are also required. Emphasis will be placed 

on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, and interpretation of various primary and 

secondary sources. Beyond the study of specific civilizations, cultures, events, and people, the course 

focuses on important historical themes and processes that shape human history.    

Students who register for this class will not be allowed to drop it after registration. We staff our building 

based on registration and dropping this class will cause other classes to become too big. 

 

Economics 12: 3720                 Grade Level: 12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester           Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Pencils and Chromebook 

Course Description: Economics is the study of how people coordinate their wants and desires, given 

scarce resources and the decision-making mechanisms, social customs, and political realities of their 

societies. Decisions made by consumers, workers, investors, managers, and government officials 

interact to determine the allocation of scarce resources. The semester focus includes a combination 

of micro and macro economics in which students will create and understand both demand and 

supply curve graphs. They will also calculate inflation rates, the gini coefficient, tax and loan rates 

and discuss options for further investments, such as stocks, bonds, CDs, and the final project for the 

class is an urban redevelopment project in which students will integrate concepts learned in class, in 

order to economically improve a section of a large city.. 

 

Psychology: 3730            Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                  Prerequisite: 2.0 GPA 

 

Required Materials: : Pencils and Chromebook 

Course Description: Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and the mental process. When 

applied to humans, psychology covers everything that people think, feel and do-- which can be 

analyzed through a combination of biological, psychological, and sociological pillars. Throughout 

the unit students will explore topics including Neural Communication, Development throughout the 

Lifespan, Conscious-ness, Stress and Health, Types of Therapy, and Physical Disorders. Project 
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highlights include: Candy neurons, speed dating with brain parts, an independent study and lab 

report, analyzing dreams and sleep theories, and more. 

 

Sociology: 3735          Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Pencils and Chromebook 

Course Description: Sociology is the science that studies human society and social behavior. 

Sociologists are mainly interested in social interaction—how people relate to one another and 

influence each other’s behavior. Consequently, sociologists tend to focus on the group rather than 

on the individual. Sociologists do this by examining social phenomena. Highlights include creating 

hypotheses, culture reports, a deviance/criminal activity, cooperative groups, social class evaluation, 

demography issue, addressing social ills, and developing relationships.  

 

World Events: 3740          Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Spiral notebook, pens, pencils, and folder 

Course Description: World Events is a contemporary look at national and international issues and 

affairs. Domestic issue topics include an examination of the economy, social issues, the criminal 

justice system, gun control, immigration, and politics 101 overview.  There is also a critical examination 

of various U.S. foreign policy issues and a look at a variety of global affairs issues.  The curriculum can 

change depending on the events that unfold during the course of the semester. The majority of the 

class is project based, with students learning how to research and analyze a variety of media sources 

and using that information to either create presentations, participate in discussions, or debate issues.  

The goal of the class is to give students a better understanding of the underlying issues affecting our 

nation, while also improving their research and communications skills.  This course will also give the 

opportunity to debate and discuss issues in a well informed and respectful manner.  

 

Multicultural History of the United States: 3750      Grade Level: 10-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: None 

 

Required Materials: Spiral notebook, pens, pencils, and folder 

This elective course will study American history exclusively from the perspectives of minority groups in 

the United States, including African-Americans, Native Americans, Asian-Americans, Latinos, and the 

LGBTQ community.  The focus of the class will be to see well known historical events and processes 

familiar to students from different perspectives, while also discovering new events and movements 

that are not typically covered in much detail in traditional American history. The course will be 

focused on developing reading, writing, argumentative, and critical thinking skills with assessments 

focused on projects, debates, discussions, and papers. Due to the expansive nature of the course 

materials, students will be given freedom and choice in choosing the topics they wish to focus on. 
 

World Geography:  3745 

Credit Value:  .5         Grade Level:  11-12        

Prerequisite:  None 

Required Materials:  Spiral notebook, folder, pens, pencils, highlighter, colored pencils, dry erase 

marker 
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Course Description:   Students in World Geography will concentrate on the geography, history, 

economics, government, and religion that create distinct cultures in regions of the world.  Regions of 

study will include the United States and Canada, Latin America, Europe, Russia, North Africa and the 

Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, East Asia, South East Asia, and Australia. 
  

Common themes and current issues are included in the study of our world with a major focus on our 

interdependent world and various peoples. Students will also be looking at the relationship between 

physical features and how they help develop a culture. Students will use text, speakers, video 

segments, multimedia presentations, and research to learn about the world around us. 

 

 

 

  



53 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER 
 

ELL Reading & Writing Level A: 1185 and 2185      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: Must be eligible for ELL services 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil 

Course Description: Students will study the components of short stories, many types of nonfiction 

articles, drama, and poetry. The student will incorporate new vocabulary into his/her language 

usage. The student will acquire the skills necessary to pass the state writing test and enhanced 

reading/vocabulary skills toward passing the state reading test. The student will write complete 

sentences and paragraphs, create topic sentences, identify fragments and run-ons, outline a 

response to a prompt, analyze successful student writing, edit his/her own writing, read and discuss 

two novels per semester, study commonly used social and science vocabulary, take short 

vocabulary quizzes, and write seven five-paragraph essays in response to a prompt. 

 

ELL Reading & Writing Level B: 1190 and 2190      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: Must qualify for ELL & had Level A ELL 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil 

Course Description: The student will write complete essays from prompts that demonstrate the ability 

to pass the state writing test, edit his/her own writing, and read and discuss two novels each 

semester. Students will learn the components of short stories, many types of nonfiction articles, 

drama, and poetry. The student will incorporate new vocabulary into 

his/her language usage, enhancing skills to pass the state reading test. Activities include reading 

aloud, class discussion, vocabulary practice, writing short essays, word games, cluster and unit 

quizzes. 

 

ELL Reading & Writing Level C: 1195 and 2195      Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: Must qualify & had Level A ELL 

 

Required Materials: Notebook, folder, pen/pencil 

Course Description: Students will acquire strategies to improve understanding of fiction and 

nonfiction writing, with increased skills to pass the state reading or writing test. Students will read folk 

tales, short stories, poetry and lyrics, drama, with an emphasis on narrative and expository nonfiction 

in each unit. Students will read one novel each quarter, based on reading level. Activities include 

reading aloud, class discussion, vocabulary practice, writing short essays, word games, cluster and 

unit tests. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

Applied Skills A and B: 1805 and 2805       Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: IEP 

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil, Chromebook 

Course Description: Applied Skills is designed for students who have an individualized educational 

plan. They have been diagnosed with a reading, writing, listening skills, math, oral expression, social, 

or study skills deficit. This class can be taken every semester throughout high school. Instruction is 

developed based on individual student needs. It is designed to teach students strategies to enable 

them to become successful in their classes, as well as in life. The students receive direct instruction in 

a skill area for part of the time each day, and the rest of the time serves as a guided study hall for 

support in their mainstream classes. Some of the skill areas addressed include study skills, organization, 

self advocacy, goal setting, transition, test taking strategies, stress management, and processing 

information from tests, notes and lectures. Academic skill areas may include written expression, 

reading comprehension and fluency, and math skills. 

 

Life Skills English A and B: 1810 and 2810                                 Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                Prerequisite: IEP 

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil, Chromebook 

Course Description: This course provides direct reading and writing instruction by special 

educators in the area of functional and applied English.  It is designed to increase students’ 

reading and writing skills through instruction in the six areas of literacy: Phonemic Awareness 

and Phonics, Word Recognition and Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar, Listening and Reading 

Comprehension, and Speaking and Writing.  Students placed in this class must have reading 

and/or writing goals on their IEP and demonstrate a need.  This course takes the place of a 

general education English class.  

 

Comprehensive English I/II A and B: 1815 and 2815                     Grade 

Level: 9-10 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                          Prerequisite: IEP 

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil, Chromebook 

Course Description: This course provides direct reading and writing instruction by special 

educators in the area of English.  It is designed to increase students’ grade level vocabulary, 

their knowledge of informational, expository, and persuasive texts using a variety of reading 

strategies. They will demonstrate literal, interpretive, inferential and evaluative 

comprehension.  Students will read, understand, respond to, analyze, interpret, and evaluate 

a wide variety of fiction, poetic, and nonfiction texts. The students will learn how to plan, 

organize, and compose narrative, expository, descriptive, persuasive, critical, and research 

writing to address a specific audience and purpose.   Students placed in this class must have 
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reading and/or writing goals on their IEP and demonstrate a need.  This course takes the 

place of a general education English class.   
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Life Skills Math  A and B: 1880 and 2880                                                                           Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                                                                                            Prerequisite: IEP 

 

This course provides direct math instruction by special educators.  This course focuses on skills ranging 

from basic computation, math fluency, problem solving, story problems, money, measurement, time, 

fractions, decimals, percentages, and interpreting charts and graphs.  Students placed in the class 

must have a math goal on their IEP and demonstrate a need for direct instruction in the area. This 

course takes the place of a general education Math class. 

 

Comprehensive Math I/II A and B: 1825 and 2825     Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: IEP  

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil, notebook, and calculator 

Course Description: Students in this course will learn math skills that will permit them to function as 

independently as possible within their community. Students are instructed in basic math skills, real life 

math problems, strategies to work with money, balancing a checkbook, budgeting, time/calendar 

concepts, telling time, and measurement. Additionally, IEP driven instruction is designed to facilitate 

mastery of skills in computation, application, and functional skills which include decimals, fractions, 

number theories, measurement, and geometric formulas. The students will transfer these skills into 

everyday living. This course is designed for students who require specialized instruction in the area of 

mathematics. 

 

PLUS A and B: 1830 and 2830                                  Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                 Prerequisite: IEP  

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil, Chromebook 

Course Description: Personalized Skills is a class which provides a learning environment designed to 

provide students with needed skills to be successful in their academic classes and post-secondary 

transition planning. This class is focused on skills such as time management, organization, stress 

management, goal setting, planning, transitions, self-advocacy, problem solving and test taking and 

problem solving skills. This class can be taken every semester throughout high school. The instruction is 

developed based on each student’s individual needs and will support students in their education, 

emotional, and behavioral growth as they transition into post-secondary or into a job. The students 

receive direct instruction in a skill area for part of the time each day and for the rest of the time the 

class is a guided study hall for support in their mainstream classes. 

 

Communication Strategies A and B: 1840 and 2840         Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester                  Prerequisite: IEP 

 

Required Materials: Writing utensils, paper 

Course Description: Communication Strategies is designed for students who have an Individualized 

Education Plan (IEP) in 9th-12th grade. Students recommended for this class have been identified as 

those who would benefit from instruction in human communication across all social settings (home, 

school, employment, community). This class can be taken every semester through high school. 

Instruction is designed based on individual student needs. Students receive guided instruction for 

academic skills identified in their IEP. Skill areas that are taught include learning about our own 
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behavior, developing and maintaining friendships, understanding and interpreting emotions, 

perspective talking, organization, and self-advocacy.  
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SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
 

Students Adjusting In Life (SAIL) A and B: 1855 and 2855        Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester       Prerequisite: Intervention Team Referral 

 

Required Materials: Writing utensil and Chromebook 

Course Description: The following components will be included in the SAIL program: 

Support for Mainstream Academics (Regular Classes): Coursework will be individualized according to 

each student’s needs. Students will work with the SAIL program to determine what assistance will be 

required and how the student will achieve goals of improving grades and passing classes.  Teachers 

will work in conjunction with classroom teachers’ requirements. 

Course Objectives: 

Monitor student progress in non-SAIL classes, Improve test preparation skills and scores, Improve note-

taking skills, Provide small group tutoring in non-SAIL classes, Improve listening skills, Reinforce 

responsible study habits. 

 

REACH Program: 1875 and 2875          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester        Prerequisite: none 

 

This course is designed to assist students who may need academic and social and emotional 

support. The goal of the course is to help students experience success by learning new life skills to 

overcome barriers and challenges in their lives. Students will spend time working independently on 

academics, as well as participating in small groups focused on goal setting, building positive 

relationships, and improving problem solving skills.  

 

Student Aide: 1201 and 2201                                                                                             Grade Level: 11-12 

Credit Value: .25 per semester                                                                                             Prerequisite: none 

 

Students will be allowed to receive one-fourth (.25) elective credit for serving as a student aide, for a 

maximum of two semesters during junior and senior years. Student aides will receive a pass/fail grade. 

A passing grade will not be used in the determination of a student’s grade point average or class  

rank.  

 

Credit Recovery (Extended Day after School Credit):          Grade Level: 9-12 

Credit Value: .5 per semester credit                                                                                    Prerequisite: none 

 

Required Materials: Complete necessary SouthWest Metro Educational Cooperative paperwork 

Writing utensil and Chromebook 

Course Description: Credit recovery is for students that fail a required course towards graduation. This 

is an opportunity to make up .5 credit per session. Sessions are available in the fall, spring, and 

summer.  Students must complete required online materials and sixty hours of seat time by the end of 

each session. See Counselors for more information and registration forms.  
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Surge:  

The Jordan ALP is a school within a school.  It will be housed at Jordan High School in room S508.  It is 

an alternative program for students that wish to remain in a traditional high school setting but need 

smaller class sizes with fewer distractions.  The program will have between 12-15 students enrolled at 

any one time. ALP staff will focus on improving attendance, building self-esteem, and developing 

relationships with students and families. 

Jordan ALP is an optional education setting for students who have experienced or are experiencing 

difficulty in traditional education systems and/or meet the eligibility requirements based on indicators 

of need. The purpose of theJordan ALP Program is to provide students the opportunity to achieve 

academic success and complete their education in an alternative setting and graduate on time 

with their peers. 

 

 

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
 

Students have the opportunity to take vocational courses through the SouthWest Metro Educational 

Cooperative Center which serves the Jordan, Shakopee, Waconia, Belle Plaine, Central, New 

Prague, Prior-Lake Savage, Watertown-Mayer, Tri-City United, and Eastern Carver County school 

districts. It is set up to provide courses and programs districts might not be able to provide individually. 

Seniors may register for vocational courses offered at the SouthWest Metro Educational Cooperative 

Center which are offered the first two class periods of the day. Students are required to provide their 

own transportation. Students are subject to the same academic, behavioral, and attendance 

expectations at the Cooperative Center that they are expected at Jordan High School. 

 

For articulation agreement information for these courses go to https://ctecreditmn.com 

 

Agriculture and Natural Resources 
 

Small Animal Science (Fall): 1540 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

This course is designed to engage you in the basic knowledge needed for a career in veterinary 

medicine. You will explore the concepts and practices used by veterinarians and veterinary 

technicians. This course covers companion animals (pets). The course Includes taxonomy, anatomy, 

feeding and nutrition and reproduction. Both biological principles will be discussed as they relate to 

the topic areas. Identification of common breeds and their sources for standards will be investigated. 

Proper clinical skills will be practiced. Biology Science Standards, National Agriculture Standards 

 

Large Animal Veterinary Science (Spring): 2541  

Dean Lakes Site 

 

This course is designed to engage you in the basic knowledge needed for a career in veterinary 

medicine. You will explore the concepts and practices used by veterinarians and veterinary 

technicians. This course covers large animal concepts. The course includes anatomy, feeding and 

https://ctecreditmn.com/
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nutrition and reproduction. Both biological principles will be discussed as they relate to the topic 

areas. Identification of common breeds and their sources for standards will be investigated. Proper 

clinical skills will be practiced. 

 

 

Plant and Soil Science (Spring): 2540 

Dean Lakes Site 

 
Course Description: This course is intended to teach you about soil, soil structure, and soil nutrients. 
Looking at soil will lead us into how to increase plant numbers, through asexual and sexual 
propagation (asexual propagation results in lots of plants which all look the same) and the basic 
biology behind why this is possible . By the end of the course, you should be able to answer the 
question "How do I propagate and what effects do soil and nutrients have on propagation'?" There is 
a $20 fee for course materials.  

● Hands on Focus to accelerate understanding. 

● Work with plants on a weekly basis throughout the semester. 

● Propagate and grow plants using a variety of methods. 

 

Drone Technology and Operations (FAA Cert) (Fall) : 1505 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

This course is foundational for unmanned aviation vehicles (UAV), and will prepare you to take the 

Federal Aviation Administration: Part 107 Remote Pilot Knowledge Test. Topics include: pre-flight 

procedures, airspace, radio communications, aviation phraseology, regulations, airport 

operations, aviation safety, weather, cockpit management, and emergency procedures. You will 

also spend time practicing take-offs, flying and landings on flight simulators before flying a variety 

of drones. You will look at UAV careers including: UAV pilots, repair and data analytics. Articulated 

College Credit, Hands-on Experience, Federal Aviation Admin (FAA) Part 107 Drone Standards  

 

Drone Technology and GIS Systems (Spring) : 2505 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

Course Description: You will get to develop skills using software like, Drone Deploy, Field Agent and 

Pix4D to create autonomous flight plans, to control cameras/sensors.  Students will then use 

images and data to create photos and maps needed in agriculture, construction, insurance and 

real estate careers. 

● Create UAV flight plans, utilize software to “stitch” photos and data maps together. 

● Utilize Flight Simulators to learn how to fly Unmanned Aerial Vehicles(UAVs/Drones). 

 

 

Technical Applications in Agriculture- CASE (Spring): 2515 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

Course Description: Do you like hands-on activities working with machines and engines? Then, a 

career in the agricultural technician field may be for you. During the course, you will assemble 

electrical and fluid power systems,  precision agricultural controls, and tear down equipment to learn 

how they work.   Throughout the course, you will develop technological competencies through 

rigorous hands-on experiences in the classroom.  Then use your  mechanical skills to identify and 

communicate the cause and correction of equipment failures. The course will expose you to the 

newest agricultural technologies that support equipment industries while connecting them with future 

employers. 

● Hands-on labs focusing on  electrical systems, fluid power, mechanical and digital controls 

as well as precision agriculture 
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● Associated Equipment Distributors industry certification available 

 

 

Human Services 
 

Cosmetology 1 (Fall or Spring): 1530/2530 

Chaska Site 

Year-long course can be started either semester. 

Supply Fee: $100 

 

Semester 1       Semester 2 

Intro to MN State Laws & Rules    Intro to Manicuring 

Professional Development     Intro to Pedicuring  

Safety & Infection Control     Intro to Massage 

Trichology       Artificial Nails 

Intro to Hair       Intro to Skin Care 

Intro to Hair Styling      Waxing      

Advanced Hair Styling     Facials 

Hair cutting       Make-up 

Practical Application     Practical Application 

 

Cosmetology 2 (Fall or Spring): 

Chaska Site 

Year long course, can be started sequence either semester. 

Supply Fee: $100 

 

SECOND YEAR CURRICULUM 

*Must Successfully Complete 1st Year Program 

*Course is about 95% Hands On 

Advanced Laws & Rules 

Review Basic Haircutting 

Advanced Men's and Women's long and short Haircutting 

Advanced Men's and Women's long and short Hair styling 

Intro to Chemical Relaxing and Texturizing Techniques 

Intro to Basic and Advanced Color Theory (including application techniques and foiling) 

 

This class has an equipment kit fee of 100.00 which the students will own and add on to their 1st year 

equipment. 

 

MN Cosmetology Board Hours, Portfolio, Scholarships 

 

Criminal Justice, Police and Community (Fall): 

Dean Lakes site 

Online Option 

 

Course Description: 

• Origins of U.S. Policing 

• Police Discretion 

• Contemporary Policing 

• Community Policing 

• Police and Crime Fighting 

• Calls for Police Services 
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• Arrest and Booking 

• Use of Force 

• Police Shootings 

• MN Post Board 

• Police Attitudes and Behaviors 

• Racial Profiling 

• Police and Domestic Violence 

• Special Police Units 

 

Criminal Justice, Introduction to Corrections (Spring): 

Dean Lakes site 

Online Option 

 

Course Description: 

• Origins of Corrections 

• Philosophy of Corrections and Changes 

• Social Interventions and Juvenile Diversion 

• Understanding Recidivism 

• Jails and Prisons 

• Probation and Parole 

• Community Corrections 

• Plea Bargaining 

• Drug Courts 

• Juvenile Courts 

• The War on Drugs and Prison 

• Minorities and Incarceration 

• Life Sentences 

• The Death Penalty 

• Three Strikes and You’re Out Policies 

• Mandatory Minimum Sentences/Truth in 

Sentencing Policies 

• Treatment vs. Punishment 

• Restorative Justice Model 

• Chemical Dependency and the Law 

• Policies & Discretion: Judges, Lawyers 

 

 

Arts, Communication, and Information Systems 
 

Photo and Video Production 1 (Fall): 1580 

Dean Lakes Site 

● Still & motion camera operation  

● Understanding exposure  

● Understanding lenses  

● Principles of composition  

● Using & manipulating natural light  

● Adobe Photoshop proficiency  

● Industry-standard file management & 

editing practices  

● Foundational concepts of video  

● Posing and blocking  

● Adobe Premiere Pro introduction  

● Tripods, dollies, reflectors and diffusers  

● Color management 

 

 

Photo & Video Production 2 (Spring): 2580 
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Dean Lakes Site 

● Metering multiple light sources 

● Strobe & constant lighting  

● Lighting patterns and ratios  

● Studio equipment  

● Advanced posing and blocking 

● Location lighting 

● External sound (microphones) 

● Adobe Lightroom proficiency  

● Adobe Premiere Pro proficiency  

● Job shadow opportunities 

● Introduction to resumé and portfolio 

development 

● Printing concepts 

● Advanced color management

 

 

Graphic Design and Printing 1: Intro to Design and Color Theory: 1575/2575 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

Course Description: The Graphic Design and Print program’s Intro to Design and Color THeory course  

is designed for any student with an interest in the digital arts. Students in the first year of the program 

develop a strong design foundation using industry-standard Adobe programs. During the first year of 

the program, students will have the opportunity to make T-shirts, buttons, car decals, posters and 

custom screen printed products while gaining the necessary skills to stand out in a post secondary 

program or jump right into industry opportunity. 

Semester 1     

Adobe Illustrator 

Adobe Photoshop 

Introduction to design and color theory 

Typography 

Logo Design 

Custom stickers and buttons 

T-Shirt Design 

Mac OS overview 

Vinyl Cutting 

Screen Printing 

Introduction to Animation 

 

 

Semester 2  

Adobe InDesign 

Adobe After Effects 

Advertising Layout 

Print and Bind Techniques 

Packaging 

Publication Layout 

Digital Layout for mobile/tablets 

Branding 

Practical Skills for industry 

Motion/Animation 

Building a Social Media Presence 

Monetizing Social Media 

Analyzing Social Media trends/history

 

Graphic Design and Printing 2: Adobe InDesign Intro to Web Design Mobile Development 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

Semester 3  

Introduction to web design 

Introduction to app design 

Introduction to user experience 

Design, marketing and communication careers 

Advanced Printing and trends on adobe design 

Portfolio Building 

Marketing 

Client Assignments and Internships 
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Semester 4 

Building social media and web presence 

Advanced topics and trends in design 

Portfolio building 

Client Assignments and internships 

Design Contests 

Professional Networking 

 

Video and Computer Game Design (Fall and Spring): 1535/2535 

 

This course introduces the core principles of board and video game design. Each week, students will 

learn about a game design technique, tactic, or principle. We will read, watch, and play with these 

ideas using real board and video games, and students will then have a chance to demonstrate 

these techniques through creating their own game prototypes. Topics covered may include reward 

systems, storytelling, fidelity, competition, focal points, anticipation, pacing, environment, player 

agency, art, and sound. No prior programming knowledge is needed. 

 

Computer Repair (Fall & Spring): 1525/2525 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

SEMESTER 1 

You will learn the parts and components of computer hardware including… 

●  Being a PC technician 

●  System Components: power supply, motherboard, processors, etc.  

● Peripheral Devices: USB, display, fireware, etc. - Storage: drives  

● SATA, SCSI, File Systems, RAID, SSD, and M.2 

●  Networking: hardware, Ethernet, network addressing  

● IP, v4, IP v6, utilities  

● Printing: configuration, management, maintenance  

● Mobile Devices: notebook computers, apps, maintaining 

 

SEMESTER 2 

You will learn about the operating systems, specifically user and computer settings:  

● Windows system management: preferences, performance, users and groups, applications, 

updates - System Implementation: components, pre/post install considerations  

● File Management: locations, managing, NTFS, sharing, offline  

● Security: best practices, physical, social, BIOS, malware, authentication, encryption, firewalls 

●  Troubleshooting: motherboard, storage, video, etc.  

 

Hands-on Experience, Industry Certification- PCPro certification 

 

Computer Networking: 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

The Computer Networking program explains how computer networks and the Internet works. It 

covers computer-to-computer communication and the various communication pathways in detail. 

This course focuses on material required to pass either CompTIA A+ Network Plus or TestOUT 

Network Pro exams. 

SEMESTER 1 

Networking Basics 

Cables and Connections 
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Networking Devices 

Ethernet 

Network Implementation 

Wireless Networking 

Wide Area Networks 

 

SEMESTER 2 

Network Security 

Network Management 

Troubleshooting 

 

Prerequisite: successful completion of the full Computer Repair course 

Hands-on Experience, Industry Certifications- Network Pro certification 

 

 

Engineering and Technology 
 

Automotive Technology : Brakes Systems and Heating and Air Conditioning (Fall): 1520 

Chaska Site 

 

Course Description:Students will learn to work on any car in a rapidly changing industry using a full 

systems approach. They will also learn to analyze, diagnose, maintain, and repair basic and 

advanced automotive systems. They will use the same advanced diagnostic and repair equipment 

as a Master Technician. 

The duration of the course is two years. Content will be offered in alternate years. Students can enroll 

any semester. 

● Auto Shop Safety 

● Brake Systems 

● HVAC Systems 

● Students will learn to work on a vehicle using a full systems approach 

● Students will learn to maintain, diagnose, and repair automotive systems 

● Students will learn to use industry standard equipment to diagnose and repair vehicles 

 

Automotive Technology : Engine Performance and Engine Repair (Spring): 2520 

Chaska Site 

 

Course Description: Students will learn to work on any car in a rapidly changing industry using a full 

systems approach. They will also learn to analyze, diagnose, maintain, and repair basic and 

advanced automotive systems. They will use the same advanced diagnostic and repair equipment 

as a Master Technician. 

The duration of the course is two years. Content will be offered in alternate years. Students can enroll 

any semesterAuto Shop Safety 

● Engine Performance  Systems 

● Engine Repair 

● Students will learn to work on a vehicle using a full systems approach 

● Students will learn to maintain, diagnose, and repair automotive systems 

● Students will learn to use industry standard equipment to diagnose and repair vehicles 
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Truck Driver Training (Fall and Spring):1521-2521 

 

Truck Driver Training program will train students to be able to meet the federal driver training 

requirement. Through the digital curriculum and driver simulation, students will be 

preparing to take the CLass B and Class A drivers license. 

 

Construction Technology (Fall & Spring): 1510/2510 

Chaska site 

 

Course Description: Welcome to the world of construction! You are joining the eight million Americans 

who have chosen a career in this lucrative field. Construction is one of the nation's largest industries, 

offering excellent opportunities for high earnings, career advancement and business ownership. 

 

SEMESTER 1 

● Hand & Power Tools 

● Building Permits  

● Building Codes 

● Building Site Prep 

● Foundations 

● Fasteners 

● Assist in Installation of Electrical, 

Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning  

● Measuring 

● Floor Systems 

● Blueprint Reading 

● 10 Hour OSHA Safety Certification 

● Rafters/ Trusses/ Roof systems 

● Nailing Patterns 

● Exterior & Interior Wall Framing

 

SEMESTER 2  

● Safety  

● Insulation & Vapor Barriers  

● Cornice 

● Roofing 

● Drywall Applications & Finishing 

● Door & Window Installation 

● Floor Finishing 

● Hanging Cabinets  

● Interior Trim 

● Ventilation 

● Siding 

● Fascia 

● Blueprint Reading 

● Staining & Painting 

● Hanging Interior Doors 

● House Moving Theory

 

Residential Electrician (Fall): 3585 

Chaska Site 

 

Course Description: This Career and Technical Education program at SWMetro is designed to give 

students exposure to entry-level positions in electrical construction and installation occupations.  This 

is one of the most rewarding and highest paid construction trades with job and apprenticeship 

training possibilities after high school. This program delivers theory plus hands-on experiences 

including the installation, maintenance and wiring through the application of the National Electric 

Code (NEC). 

Constructing electrical systems requires a variety of mechanical skills including, but not limited to, 

measuring, cutting, drilling, bending, fabricating, mounting, fastening, supporting, and terminating. 

The program requires the efficient and safe use of numerous hand and power tools, as well as the 

techniques to use trade-specific tools. This course covers material and design of residential wiring, 

wiring methods, fastening devices, sizing of boxes, wire, overcurrent devices, blueprint reading,  and 

the application of the (NEC). Electrical work is a licensed and regulated occupation. It is important 
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that students are made aware of the laws and rules governing licensing and registration. This course 

covers the electrical and equipment installation for heating, ventilation and air conditioning for 

residential buildings. 

 

 

Health Science 
 

Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) (Fall): 1585 

Dean Lakes Site 

 

Course Description: Medical training required for firefighters and law enforcement, students will learn 

about emergency services, advanced first aid, and healthcare provider CPR. This course includes a 

focus on learning anatomy and physiology and provides many field experiences to practice hands-

on skills. 

 

● Students will learn how to identify and treat cardiac arrest (CPR), choking patients, and 

initiate lifesaving care to critical patients.  

● Students will be able to explain body systems, structures, common conditions, and 

describe how to treat patients with a range of medical conditions and injuries.  

● Students will be able to describe and explain emergency operations and develop a 

foundation for working in hospitals, ambulances, fire departments, air care, police 

departments, and other Emergency Medical Service based locations.  

 

 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) (Spring): 2585 

Prerequisite: EMR 

Dean Lakes Site  

 

Course Description: EMTs are clinicians, trained to respond quickly to emergency situations regarding 

medical issues, traumatic injuries and accident scenes. EMTs are often employed by ambulance 

services, governments, and hospitals. They are  sometimes employed by fire departments and in 

police departments. There are many EMTs that are also police officers or firefighters. EMTs operate 

under a limited scope of practice and are typically supervised by a medical director who is a 

physician. 

 

Nursing Assistant (NAR) (Fall or Spring) 

Chaska Site 

 

NURSING ASSISTANT 

Approved through the Minnesota Department of Health, Nursing Assistant will train students to work 

directly with residents of a long term care facility. Clinical rotations are conducted at Auburn Manor 

and Services. Students will learn the curriculum and skills required to take the state Nursing Assistant 

Registry Exams. At some locations, students also earn certifications in basic first aid and BLS Provider 

(CPR) through the American Heart Association. 

 

● Great opportunity to develop beneficial communication and teamwork skills. 

● Students will learn and understand the body systems and how aging can affect these systems. 

● Students will develop confidence with learning healthcare skills that will benefit them in the 

long-term or hospital sector.  
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Terminology (Fall or Spring): 3590 

Chaska Site 

Online Option 

 

Course Description: gain an understanding of how complex medical terms are formed from Latin and 

Greek word parts utilizing root words, prefixes, and suffixes. With a specialized focus: 

● Anatomy and Physiology of the body systems 

● Pathology 

● Diagnostic procedures 

● Pharmacology 

 

Emphasis is placed on spelling and pronunciation of medical terms. This course will prepare a student 

with the basic knowledge of medical terminology. 

 

This course can be taken for college credit (2-credits) 


